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24 January 2009
SHINE CONGRATULATES OPERATION BACKPACK
Member for Toowoomba North Kerry Shine has today congratulated those involved in Operation Backpack for their help to assist struggling local families to ensure children get to school in 2009 with all the necessary equipment. 

Mr Shine presented St Vincent De Paul with the donations collected via Toowoomba Kmart’s Operation Backpack and said it was an honour to represent the community in the worthwhile program. 

“Operation Backpack has run successfully for many years now with the assistance of the Toowoomba Community with the aim to make a difference in the lives of Darling Downs children,” Mr Shine said.

Mr Shine said in this uncertain economic climate, the various financial pressures local families face create widespread stress and hardship and the added school related costs add to this heavy burden.

“When you consider supplies such as pencils, rulers, school bags, lunch boxes, pencil cases, exercise books and other stationary and school supplies in addition to new school uniforms, shoes and textbooks, the cost can snowball dramatically,” Mr Shine said. 

“Through Operation Backpack, Toowoomba Kmart Plaza and St Vincent De Paul has taken the initiative to ease this pressure somewhat for local families and for that they should be heartily congratulated.”

All items collected will be distributed to families in the Darling Down area by volunteers from the St Vincent De Paul Society in time for the new school year.

Media contact:  Toowoomba North Electorate Office   46385755
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