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14 March, 2009
Sports Volunteers acknowledged with Life Membership
State Member for Toowoomba North Kerry Shine today presented Life Membership badges to two volunteers at Highfields Junior Rugby League.
Penny Howell and David Atkins started the first committee of the club in 2004. 
Mr Shine said the presentation acknowledged the role these volunteers play for Highfields Junior Rugby league.

“I am always delighted that Toowoomba has such strong community values. Local sport binds our community together, and volunteers are the backbone of community sport. Without them, our local sports grounds would be empty and our children would miss out on the opportunity to participate, and excel.”
Mr Shine said.
“Penny and David have put in the hard yards for this club; they deserve this recognition.

“These people are an inspiration to all of us - highlighting the great work being achieved by the quite heroes behind the scenes. 

Mr Shine said Queensland has the highest rate of volunteering in the country. More than 185,000 adults volunteer with Queensland’s sport and recreation clubs organisations every year, providing around 28.4 million volunteer hours at our sporting fields, ovals, courts, pools, halls, beaches, rivers, bikeways and parks. 

“It is wonderful to see such hard work and dedication acknowledged and I am very honoured to have been invited to make this presentation.”
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