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CHERBOURG HAIRDRESSING STUDENTS IN TOOWOOMBA TRAINING TRIAL 

Cherbourg students are the first to take part in a unique hairdressing residential school in Toowoomba.

Toowoomba North MP Kerry Shine congratulated the 14 students during a visit to the Southern Queensland Institute of TAFE.
The students from the TAFE’s Nurunderi Campus have been staying in Toowoomba completing two weeks of face-to-face training for a Certificate II in hairdressing.

“This face to face contact is an important part of their training,” Mr Shine said.

“It’s great that they can come here from their community to attend TAFE’s lead institute in the state for beauty and hairdressing training

Mr Shine said students had access to four state-of-the-art hair and beauty salons at the Bridge Street Campus.

“The Certificate II is a stepping stone to an apprenticeship-level qualification,” he said.

“Students can go on to further study, hairdressing apprenticeships, employment as salon assistants or secure traineeships in related areas such as retail, cosmetics and business administration.

“These 14 students will return to their community as role models having upgraded their skills to compete for employment.”

Mr Shine said that after work placements at partner salons in Murgon, Nanango and Kingaroy the students were expected to complete the course on May 29.


The project, supported by the Cherbourg Council, is funded jointly through the Queensland Rural Industry Training Council (QRITC), the Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations (DEEWR) and the Southern Queensland Institute of TAFE’s Regional and Remote Indigenous funding.

Education and Training Minister Geoff Wilson said the Bligh Government was committed to ensuring Queenslanders had the training and skills needed to find work in the current financial climate.

“We know that apprentices and trainees can be the first to go in these tough times, which is why our government is helping students gain skills in a variety of areas through innovative programs like this one,” he said.

“Programs like this one which allow flexible learning ensure students living in rural and remote areas can access the best possible training and experience, which makes them more employable.

“It’s about working with local communities and local businesses to help us protect and create Queensland jobs.”

Southern Queensland Institute of TAFE, Nurunderi College applied for and received $15,000 from the Aboriginal Community Interest Consultative Committee (ACICC) to help fund the hairdressing course.

The ACICC was established as a partnership between the Bunya – Wakka Wakka Cultural Heritage Aboriginal Corporation and Tarong Energy which conducts mining operations on traditional Wakka Wakka land.

Media contact: Toowoomba North Electorate Office 4638 5755
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