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SOUTHERN CROSS WINDMILL 
ICON OF THE OUTBACK PRESERVED FOR POSTERITY

The iconic windmill together with a range of essential Outback equipment manufactured in Queensland since 1903 and exported around the world is being preserved for posterity at the Southern Cross Museum at Highfields, State Member for Toowoomba North Kerry Shine said today. 
The Queensland Government granted the Highfields Pioneer Village Museum and Park $10,000 towards the preservation of an exhibition of iconic Southern Cross machinery made by the historic Toowoomba Foundry.

Mr Shine was at the museum today to open one of the most complete remaining collections of Southern Cross machinery in existence.

“The iconic windmill is as much a part of our Outback heritage as Waltzing Matilda if not more,” he said.

“We might see a windmill in far flung corner of Australia or the globe and think, ‘that looks familiar’, and indeed the chances that it is are high, with Southern Cross an early success story started by the in Queensland’s export history.

“We know that necessity is often the mother of invention and that’s pretty much the case with the essential Outback and farm implements made by the Toowoomba Foundry over the years.

“The Southern Cross windmill for one has kept water up to sheep and cattle and crops for almost a century.

“With this year being Queensland’s 150th anniversary year of separation from New South Wales, this year is all about celebrating our people, our places and our stories.

“Southern Cross is branded into Queensland’s Outback heritage for all time and its place in shaping this State as we know it and our export industry is a story that ought to be told through the generations.

“I congratulate Highfields Pioneer Village Museum and Park for taking the initiative and preserving such a fine Southern Cross collection for posterity.”

The Southern Cross collection exhibition opened today by Mr Shine is a permanent exhibit at the museum which concentrates on Darling Downs history.

Southern Cross was started by the Griffith family. Members of the family which sold their interests in Southern Cross from Toowoomba Foundry to Tyco in the 1980s, were at today’s opening ceremony.

Jody Ashford, Treasurer of the Highfields Pioneer Village Museum and Park said today’s opening of the Southern Cross exhibit at the museum, was highly significant for the museum and the community.

“Southern Cross has been part of Toowoomba’s history since 1903,” she said.

“Its very significant to us because Toowoomba Foundry which made Southern Cross implements also employed thousands of people over the years including the war years when it made munitions and shells.

“We are grateful for all the financial and in kind support we have received from the community, local identity Clive Berghofer and the Queensland and Federal Governments to make this collection available to the public.”

She said Q150 Funding had gone towards the many interpretative heritage signs explaining the history and use of the Southern Cross equipment.

Q150 Community Funding is a $4 million Queensland Government program which offered grants of between $2000 and $10,000 to assist communities mark Queensland’s 150th anniversary in ways most meaningful to them.

2009 is Queensland’s 150th year of separation from New South Wales.

Find out what’s on this year at www.q150.qld.gov.au.
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