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9 July, 2009
$8 MILLION REDEVELOPMENT GETS UNDERWAY AT COBB AND CO MUSEUM

Premier Anna Bligh announced Queensland's traditional heritage skills and trades were a step closer to becoming trades for future generations with construction starting today (9 July) on the National Carriage Factory at Cobb and Co Museum in Toowoomba.

"The Queensland Government is investing an additional $4 million in the Cobb and Co Museum National Carriage Factory training facility in Toowoomba to ensure traditional heritage trades, crafts and skills can live on," Ms Bligh said.

"The National Carriage Factory, greatly valued by the Toowoomba community which has raised over $1.7 million to bring it to realisation, is due to open in 2010.

"The project will inject more than $7.3 million to the local community during its construction with around 50 jobs to be created and an expected employment impact of up to 280 jobs during its first year of operation.

"This project is a highlight of our Q150 celebrations and, upon its expected completion in September 2010, will help to realise the true vision of keeping our heritage strong and relevant for future generations.

"I have followed this project closely and I am only sorry that I cannot be there today to see it begin to come to fruition."

Member for Toowoomba North Kerry Shine said the $8 million National Carriage Factory will expand the existing Cobb and Co Museum and create an international heritage trade training complex.

"This is a key infrastructure development for the Toowoomba region that will provide a major stimulus to the regional economy," Mr Shine said.

"This development has touched the hearts of the local community with today's turning of the first sod an important milestone and testament to the exciting results achieved when communities and the Queensland Government work together."

Cobb and Co Museum Director Mrs Deborah Tranter said the facility will feature a purpose-built, open plan area for workshops with accredited heritage training programs in specialties such as heritage building, blacksmithing, silver smithing, and equine trades, catering for secondary school traineeships through to adult learners.

"The National Carriage Factory development will feature new exhibition spaces, an in-house line of quality products for sale and facilities for community use including a 'shed' for retired tradesmen to interact with visitors and mentor young trainees," she said.

Mrs Tranter praised local support with more than $1.7 million in sponsorship, donations and gifts-in-kind pledged since the fundraising campaign began in 2006, with significant contributions from locals Clive and Conchita Armitage, Clive Berghofer, Phillip Guilfoyle, Heritage Building Society and Wippells Autos.

The National Carriage Factory development is also supported by the Board of the Queensland Museum, Department of Education and Training and the Q150 Community Legacy Infrastructure Program.

For more information, contact Cobb and Co Museum on (07) 4639 1971 or visit www.cobbandco.qm.qld.gov.au.
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