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23 July, 2009 
GRADUATION CEREMONY FOR PUPS IN PRISON

Two Labradors took a step closer to helping the disabled today after graduating from the innovative “Pups in Prison” rehabilitation program at Darling Downs Correctional Centre (DDCC).

The Pups in Prison partnership teams prisoners with puppies to provide the dogs with advanced training in socialising, obedience and specific skills identified by Assistance Dogs Australia (ADA). 

The skills learnt during many months of training and companionship within the prison perimeter and socialising in the community, are the puppies’ first step in their journey to helping the disabled.

Fourteen-month-old black Labrador siblings Tasma and Taggert were today the second group of dogs to leave DDCC and begin the next stage of their training in Sydney with ADA.  They arrived at the centre in June, 2008.

Member for Toowoomba North Kerry Shine presented the dogs to ADA’s Prisons Programs Coordinator Jenny Reid during a ceremony at the centre this morning.

Mr Shine said although there were many mixed feelings about Tasma and Taggert’s departure from the centre, there was no doubt about the fantastic results of the Pups in Prison program.

“One of the first puppies to arrive at the centre in 2007 was Toomba – a beautiful black Labrador who was recently placed with a wheelchair-bound Melbourne resident,” Mr Shine said.

“Although staff and prisoners farewell the dogs with a mixture of sadness and pride, they send them on their way knowing they have played an important part in the dog’s journey to helping someone with a disability.

“I’d like to congratulate the staff and prisoners of DDCC who devote so much time, energy and passion to this program,” Mr Shine said.

Pups in Prison has been hosted by DDCC since 2007 and provides prisoners with a positive experience that establishes new levels of responsibility, compassion, self esteem, patience and communication skills.

The prisoners are constant companions and trainers for the dogs during their time at the centre.

Staff also play a vital role, some taking the dogs home to socialise in a family environment, escorting them to regular obedience classes and even taking time outside of work to play, train and spend time with them.

The next group of puppies will arrive at the centre later in the year.

Media contact: Corrective Services Minister Neil Roberts’ office (07) 3239 0199 
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