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1 October 2009
Older Persons Celebrated
Member for Toowoomba North, Kerry Shine, joined local seniors to celebrate International Day of Older Persons today,
Mr Shine said older people were the backbone of the local community and their experience and wisdom have helped shape Queensland.
“1 October is an opportunity to recognise older Queenslanders, particularly older volunteers who give up their time and energy to help others.  They’re making a real difference to people’s lives,” Mr Shine said.
“It comes down to old-fashioned goodness and so many of our older Queenslanders have it in abundance.

“I draw inspiration from their stories and their spirit of service.  I’ve seen them at many community events in Toowoomba and Highfields over the years – an army of volunteers, working hard behind the scenes to make it happen,” he said.

“It’s partly because of their dedication and drive that we’re in such great shape today, and in tough economic times their contribution is more important than ever before.

Mr Shine said the Bligh Government wants to see action on a statewide strategy for seniors.

“We want to support our seniors so they can continue to enrich their own lives and the lives of everyday Queenslanders. We’ve just released a Discussion Paper to seek the views of older Queenslanders for a new seniors’ strategy and action plan.

“We want to hear their views and ideas on issues such as health, housing, urban design and transport.

The Discussion Paper is open for consultation until 4 December.  Visit www.seniors.qld.gov.au  or call 1800 051 978.

Mr Shine said the Bligh Government was investing more than $190 million this year on services and programs to support seniors.

“Older Queenslanders have helped shape our past and they are just as important to our future as we head Towards Q2 and a fairer, more caring Queensland,” he said.      
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