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​​​13 October 2009
TOOWOOMBA’S HISTORY BOTTLED IN A BOOK BY USQ FOR POSTERITY AS PART OF QUEENSLAND’S 150TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS

Toowoomba’s place in Queensland’s history as one of Australia’s largest inland cities second only to Canberra, is celebrated in the book Toowoomba a Sense of History 1840-2008 by Emeritus Professor Maurice French of the University of Southern Queensland, Kerry Shine, State Member for Toowoomba North said today.

The Queensland Government granted the University of Southern Queensland $8946 in Q150 Community Funding towards the free distribution of a history book on Toowoomba to local schools, museums and libraries.

“Toowoomba has been around almost as long as Brisbane and the birth of Queensland itself,” Mr Shine said.

“Due to turn 150 years in 2010, the city was originally established because of its abundance of water and as a transport hub.

“It’s grown to also become a university city on the Great Dividing Range over looking some of Queensland’s best agricultural country.

“With the book highlighting what’s made Toowoomba great over the years from a steady as she goes economy which insulated it from the highs and lows, including the Great Depression, to robust family businesses, it’s fitting that it be released in Queensland’s 150th birthday year.

“This is the year we have the opportunity to celebrate our people, our places and our stories and reflect on our past as we look to the future.

“This book may be about the past but within its pages there is plenty of food for thought on the future of this wonderful part of Queensland.

“I congratulate Professor French and the University of Southern Queensland for producing Toowoomba a Sense of History as a legacy for future generations.” 

The book will retail at $49.95 and will initially be available in Toowoomba bookshops.

Professor French likens the book to an anatomy of an economically stable town from its birth to the current day.

“It might raise some questions as to how the civic leaders may want to steer the city and surrounds in the future, but that’s the job of history,” he said.

“It’s from our past that we learn how to shape our future.

“The research and writing of this book have been something of a labour of love for me as this region is rich in history.

“I’ve lived here for more than 30 years and have seen the changes of family businesses like Griffith’s Foundary and O’Brien’s Defiance Flour Mills as well as the Dairy Co-Operative and KR Bacon Co-operative go multinational.

“It’s good to see that the Queensland Government through Q150 Community Funding, will distribute more than a 100 copies of the book as a free resource to the community through local schools, libraries and historical societies.

“Change is inevitable, but we can bottle our history in a book as a resource to see what worked and what didn’t.”

2009 marks Queensland’s 150th anniversary year of separation from New South Wales.

Q150 Community Funding was introduced by the Queensland Government in 2007 to help communities plan and stage their own celebrations. 

The program offered grants between $2000 and $10,000 for community projects and events. In total $4 million in grants has been allocated over three rounds. There are more than 500 Q150 Community Funding activities and events being held around the State this year.

Visit www.q150.qld.gov.au for a program of Q150 activities around the State as well as a Q150 calendar of events.

Media inquiries: Toowoomba North Electorate Office 4638 5755
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