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​​​13 October 2009
Work begins on new community auditorium for Highfields State School

Education and Sport in Highfields have received a welcome boost with the Queensland Government supporting a new $4.1 million state-of-the-art multipurpose hall and resource centre which will fulfil the needs of a fast-growing community.
Member for Toowoomba North, Kerry Shine, represented both the Minister for Sport Phil Reeves and the Minister for Education Geoff Wilson today at a soil turning event to mark the beginning of construction at the Highfields School.

Mr Shine said the Queensland Government provided a total of $1.1 million through the Department of Communities and Education Queensland towards the $4.1 million cost of a new auditorium and resource centre at the school.

“Highfields State School’s new hall will contain an auditorium with a stage, indoor sports area, meeting rooms and music classrooms which can also be used by other schools and community and sports groups in the area,” Mr Shine said.
“I’ve been privileged to see the handwork and dedication of those behind this project from the Highfields State School and P&C (notably P&C Treasurer Bronwyn Cairns).”
Education Minister Geoff Wilson said the future of schools was to work closely with the surrounding community and, through shared resources and facilities, to be vital parts of those communities. 

“The facility will also be suitable for use by the school's music and drama programs.

“The resource centre will provide a modern library and a science and technology centre for the school’s 775 students,” he said. 

“These shared facilities will meet the school’s and community’s needs now and in the future.”

Mr Wilson said the Queensland Government was committed to delivering world-class education facilities, such as those to be built at Highfields State School, to ensure young Queenslanders had every opportunity to reach their full potential.

Minister for Sport Phil Reeves said this exciting new multi-purpose community auditorium will provide a venue sport and recreation activities not just for the School but most importantly for the wider community of Highfields.

“Outside of school hours, the facility will be available to the wider community for a range of activities to encourage locals to get out and get active,” Mr Reeves said.

“A wide range of sporting activities will be catered to, including gymnastics, dance, karate, skipping, ball skills, handball, aerobics, porta-bowl, badminton, futsal, volleyball, table tennis and others.

“Activities including dance, karate, gymnastics, after school/vacation care, girl guides, and other sports are already being planned.”

Mr Reeves said he wants Queenslanders to develop a passion for physical activity at a young age so that they can carry it through into their adult life. 

“If people have good access to sporting facilities in their local communities, it makes it easier for them to get involved in sport and active recreation,” he said.

“Without the support the Queensland Government provides for projects such as this, it is often impossible for councils, schools and sport and recreation organisations to fund major sporting infrastructure.

“We all know playing sport and getting active is one of the best ways to improve our quality of life, both physically and socially.

“By ensuring Queenslanders have good access to sporting facilities in their local communities we will help make Queenslanders Australia’s healthiest people.”

For more information about sport and recreation funding, call 1300 656 191 or visit www.sportrec.qld.gov.au. 

Media inquiries: Toowoomba North Electorate Office 4638 5755

Further Information: 
Phone: 4638 5755  Fax: 4638 4056  Email: toowoomba.north@parliament.qld.gov.au
MEDIA RELEASE














KERRY SHINE MP


State Member for Toowoomba North














Suite 2, ABC Building,


297 Margaret Street


Toowoomba, Qld. 4350


www.kerryshinemp.com








1

