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​​​16 October 2009
Safety and efficiency improved on New England Highway
Safety and efficiency on the New England Highway (Ruthven Street) between Spring and Nelson streets has been improved thanks to the completion of a four-lane upgrade, which was commissioned by Member for Toowoomba North, Kerry Shine today.

Mr Shine, representing Main Roads Minister Crag Wallace, said completion of the $12.2 million, 1.46 kilometre long New England Highway upgrade highlights the Bligh Government’s investment in improving safety and traffic efficiency in regional areas.

“When it comes to our road network, the State Government’s message is quite clear – our top priority is safety,” he said.

“The New England Highway plays a vital role as a strategic route linking New South Wales to Southern Queensland and on to the Burnett region and beyond, with 11,000 vehicles using this road daily.

“The highway upgrade will provide a smoother and safer southern entrance to Toowoomba and help cater for growing traffic volumes, as residential and commercial development continues in the region,” Mr Shine said.

Mr Wallace said the works to upgrade this section of the New England Highway would have enduring benefits for all road users by improving safety, reducing the risk of accidents and improving traffic flow.

“Safety has been significantly improved by providing four lanes and the installation of traffic signals at the Nelson Street intersection and raised medians, and upgraded drainage infrastructure and route lighting,” he said.

“Motorists now have dedicated turning lanes on Ruthven Street and Nelson Street and the Albion Street intersection has also been upgraded.

“The project also features 1.5-metre-wide bicycle lanes, northbound and southbound, in recognition of the growing importance of cycling facilities to reduce congestion and encourage a greener and more sustainable approach to transport.

”This project is the fifth in a series of projects to upgrade six intersections on the New England Highway as it passes through Toowoomba, under the Rural and Regional Roads Funding Initiative.
“Work has already been completed on the Griffith Street intersection, the Campbell Street–Chalk Drive intersections, the Alderley Street intersection and the section from James Street to Long Street.  Work has also commenced at the intersection of Jellicoe and Ruthven Streets.

“This is all part of the government’s commitment to safety and transport efficiency and investing in regional areas.”

Mr Shine said the Department of Transport and Main Roads worked closely with the community to incorporate their concerns and needs throughout all project stages.

“The department is committed to effective and appropriate community engagement, in order to respond to community needs,” he said.

“As a result of the consultation, both the community and motorists will benefit from the New England Highway upgrade between Spring Street and Nelson Street with improved safety and traffic flow.”
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