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16 November 2009
GREEN RETROFIT NETS BIG BENEFITS
A Toowoomba East local has won big following a ClimateSmart Home Service. 

Member for Toowoomba North Kerry Shine today presented a 55-inch LED ‘6-star’ energy efficient television to an excited resident who won after receiving a ClimateSmart Home Service. 

Mr Shine said the recipient, retired grandmother of 11 Mrs Relf, had already changed her energy use habits as a result of the retrofit.

“We have gauges in our cars to monitor our fuel consumption and we generally know what our phone calls are costing, yet most households had no idea how much their various appliances cost to run,” Mr Shine said.  

“All houses that have the service are fitted with a wireless energy monitor so residents can see what appliances are chewing up the most power.” 

“Empowering homeowners with this information is one of the best ways they can take control of their powers bills and not only save some money, but the environment as well.”

“Queenslanders can save up to $325 on their power bills by making their homes more energy efficient,”

The State Government initiative also provides residents with customised power saving plans, and an audit of their energy use. 

“Mrs Relf has also had a range of energy efficient light bulbs installed, water efficient shower heads as well as an energy audit and a personalised Energy and Water Efficiency Plan,” Mr Shine said. 
“The State Government has committed to cutting Queensland’s household carbon emissions by one third by 2020, as part of Q2 green targets.” 

“Initiatives such as the Home Service being a vital part of that ambitious goal, making Queensland households the greenest in Australia.”
About four per cent of each electricity bill goes towards lifestyle appliances – such as televisions, DVD players and sound systems.  

However, a large flat screen LED TV, such as that won by Mrs Relf, uses up to 40 per cent less energy than previous equivalent-sized LCD models, further reducing power bills and helping the environment.

Mr Shine urged more Toowoomba residents to sign up for the service, and enjoy the long term savings. 

“To date, more than 3,800 Toowoomba households have registered for the ClimateSmart Home Service.  Whilst this is an impressive number I would urge all Toowoomba residents keen to save money and the environment to sign up,” Mr Shine said. 

More than 128,000 Queensland homes have registered for a ClimateSmart Home Service, which is centrepiece of our Government’s efforts to reduce the State’s carbon footprint by one third by 2020.

To book a ClimateSmart Home Service, visit www.climatesmarthome.com or call 13 20 40.
CONTACT: Toowoomba North Electorate Office – 4638 5755
Further Information: 
Phone: 4638 5755  Fax: 4638 4056  Email: toowoomba.north@parliament.qld.gov.au
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