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27 November 2009
New local bikeway means a safer ride to school

Completion of a $490,000 bikeway in Toowoomba’s cycle network has provided a safer and easier ride to school for students of Highfields State School.

Member for Toowoomba North Kerry Shine represented Transport Minister Rachel Nolan at the official opening of the 2.4 kilometre New England Highway Bikeway at Highfields today.

Mr Shine said the bikeway would provide a safe passage for cyclists from Cawdor Road to the school.

“This is a wonderful addition to the city’s cycling infrastructure as it provides a safer route to school and encourages students to use the healthier option of riding their bikes,” Mr Shine said.

“While cycling is a healthy option for the students involved, it’s also good for the community generally because it means there are less mums and dads driving to school and that means less congestion and harmful exhaust gases. 

Mr Shine said the New England Highway Bikeway was jointly funded by the Queensland Government and Toowoomba Regional Council.

“I thank Mayor Peter Taylor and Toowoomba Regional Council for their commitment to providing infrastructure for sustainable transport options for local people and for working with the State Government to deliver this cycle infrastructure,” Mr Shine said.

Transport Minister Rachel Nolan said she was a keen cyclist and was very committed to rolling out high quality safe bikeways across the state.

“The cycling revolution is on and I encourage Toowoomba people to be party of it,” Ms Nolan said.

“Across Queensland the Bligh Government is providing $556 million by 2026 to build a network of bikeways from Noosa through Brisbane to Coolangatta and west to Ipswich and Toowoomba.

“Locally, from 2008-09 to 2009-10, the Queensland Government’s Cycle Network Program has provided $1,194,862 in capital grants to Toowoomba Regional Council to deliver 13 projects on the principal cycle network in Toowoomba City.

“With joint contributions from Toowoomba Regional Council, this has resulted in a significant $2.3 million boost to infrastructure spending on bikeways in the city.

“This is a great result for cycle enthusiasts here in Toowoomba.”
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