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16 December 2009
New bikeway link to USQ opened

A 5.8 kilometre bikeway along West Street is now open, providing a critical link from the Toowoomba CBD to the University of Southern Queensland (USQ) campus. 

The $343,000 West Street Bikeway was opened today by Member for Toowoomba North, Kerry Shine, on behalf of Transport Minister Rachel Nolan.

Mr Shine said the new bikeway would provide cyclists with safer and easier access to the University.

“The bikeway, which was jointly funded by the Queensland Government and Toowoomba Regional Council, includes on-road cycle lanes and an off-road pathway along West Street,” Mr Shine said.

“The on-road cycle lanes are 4300 metres long, extending from South Street to Nelson Street. The off-road component is 1500 metres long and two metres wide. This enables cyclists to travel between the CBD and USQ via West Creek and then on to the new West Street cycle facilities.

“Cycling is an increasingly popular mode of travel for USQ students, staff and visitors, and this bikeway provides a safe corridor for cyclists of all ages and abilities.

“While cycling is a healthy option for the people involved, it’s also good for the community generally because the people who are cycling are not driving private cars – less cars on our roads means less congestion and harmful exhaust gases,” Mr Shine said.

Toowoomba Mayor Peter Taylor said the bikeway would be a great asset to the community.

“This cycling link shows how partnerships between governments can produce positive benefits for the community.

“There is a healthy and rapidly growing trend in the community to cycle instead of drive, with obvious benefits to the individual and the environment,” Cr Taylor said. 

Mr Shine said the Bligh Labor Government was committed to providing bikeways to encourage people to ride, jog or walk rather than always taking their private cars for trips, as part of the Government’s Q2 Green and Healthy targets.

“We are providing $556 million by 2026 to build a network of bikeways from Noosa through Brisbane to Coolangatta and west to Ipswich and Toowoomba,” Mr Shine said.

“The West Street Bikeway is the latest project in an ongoing partnership between the government and council to improve Toowoomba’s cycle network.

“I thank Mayor Peter Taylor and Toowoomba Regional Council for their commitment to working with the Bligh Government to provide infrastructure for sustainable transport options for local people.

“From 2008-09 to 2009-10, the Queensland Government’s Cycle Network Program has provided $1,194,862 in capital grants to Toowoomba Regional Council to deliver 13 projects on the principal cycle network in Toowoomba City.

“With joint contributions from Toowoomba Regional Council, this has resulted in a $2.3 million boost to infrastructure spending on bikeways in the city.

“Investments such as this promote jobs for local people while creating more liveable communities,” Mr Shine said.
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