               

28 January 2010
TURNING ON THE WATER SUPPLY
Member for Toowoomba North, Kerry Shine, welcomed the historic turning on of the water supply from Wivenhoe to Cressbrook.
Having been appointed by Premier Beattie to head the Water Task Force and working to ensure essential community representations on it, including both sides of the recycling debate, was no easy task but a worthwhile one in the end.

I was very pleased to be part of the State Cabinet’s decision to adopt the pipeline solution. This will ensure Toowoomba’s water security for the future.

My only regret is that this project has cost the taxpayer/rate payer about $ 120M more than the recycled solution.  Toowoombaites need to remember that when reading their water bills. The Government’s contribution of 60% is indeed generous. Compare it with the National Party Government’s contribution to Perseverance Dam – 29% - less than half.

I congratulate all involved with the project including the hard working officers of the Toowoomba Regional Council for their efforts working with the Government over a long time to solve Toowoomba’s worst crisis ever.
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