               
[image: image1.png]



5 Febuary 2010
Toowoomba Green Army Workers Graduate 
Five recruits on Lifeline’s Green Army Recycling project graduate today with new skills and self-confidence after completing 23 weeks paid work.

Treasurer and Minister for Employment and Economic Development Andrew Fraser and Member for Toowoomba North Kerry Shine said the State Government provided $228,000 to the Queensland’s Green Army project to employ 12 jobseekers at Lifeline’s Distribution Centre and Smart Tip Shop to reduce landfill by identifying reusable and recyclable materials. 

“The second group of long-term unemployed people have been selected and will start work on Monday, but this graduation marks a significant step forward for the first group of participants,” Mr Fraser said.

“I hope the efforts this group has put into this project lead to new job opportunities in the near future.”
“All jobseekers can check their eligibility and I encourage them to register their interest in joining a Queensland’s Green Army project like this through the website www.greenarmy.qld.gov.au or by calling 1300 369 925.”

Member for Toowoomba North Kerry Shine attended the event and said the project had helped the wider community while offering the participants an excellent chance to sharpen their workplace skills.

“Lifeline provide valuable support and services to many people in our community and the work of processing donated items and clothing for sale or reuse is important for their continuing operations,” Mr Shine said.

“Recycling materials also stops them going into our landfills so when this group started work back in September they were doing a lot for themselves, Lifeline and all of Toowoomba.”

Lifeline Darling Downs and South West Queensland Business Coordinator Angela Klein said the project included some accredited training so participants worked safely and gained some valuable skills.

“Two participants have earned their fork lift licences and another completed a course and gained a Statement of Attainment so he can check, test and tag electrical equipment as safe,” Ms Klein said.

“We’ve also helped each person to improve their resume and we will keep supporting them as they start searching for their next jobs.”

Queensland’s Green Army is a $57 million State Government investment that will employ 3,000 Queenslanders over the next three years on projects of environmental importance. For more information visit www.greenarmy.qld.gov.au 

Queensland’s Green Army is part of the Skilling Queenslanders for Work initiative.

During 2009/10 the Queensland Government will invest $101 million in the Skilling Queenslanders for Work initiative to give an estimated 21,000 long-term unemployed and underemployed people job related assistance and skills training to maximise labour force participation and increase Queensland's prosperity.

Twelve months after receiving assistance 71 per cent of participants are in employment or further training.

The Skilling Queenslanders for Work initiative is part of the State Government’s $1 billion Queensland Skills Plan which aims to provide individuals and industry with the skills and workforce for the 21st Century.

For more information on the Skilling Queenslanders for Work initiative visit www.employment.qld.gov.au or call 1300 369 925.
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