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    10 February 2010
Question on Notice No. 49 
Asked on 10 February 2010
WIVENHOE TO CRESSBROOK DAM PIPELINE
MR SHINE asked the Premier and Minister for the Arts (MS BLIGH) –

What are the expected short, medium and long-term benefits to Toowoomba of the

pipeline from Wivenhoe Dam to Cressbrook Dam?

MS BLIGH
As the Honourable Member is aware, Toowoomba and its surrounds have been drought

stricken for many years, and despite recent rain fall, the dams surrounding Toowoomba

are still at just around 15 per cent of their combined total capacity.

The 38km State Government-subsidised Wivenhoe-Cressbrook Dam pipeline has secured the long-term supply of water for Toowoomba’s residents through its connection to the South East Queensland Water Grid.

The transfer of water via the newly completed water supply pipeline to Toowoomba’s

drought ravaged reservoirs saw short-term benefits immediately realised for the people of Toowoomba. For these long-suffering residents a relaxation of tough Level 5 water

restrictions, which had been in place across the Council region since September 2006,

was the first sign that their water woes were beginning to ease. For the people of the

Garden City and its surrounds, this easing of restrictions meant that outside water usage

was once again allowed and bucket watering of their gardens for three hours on three

days a week could again be undertaken. Restriction levels are now in line with the Target 140 Extreme Level restriction regime used across South East Queensland.

In the medium term, the pipeline and associated infrastructure has the capability of

delivering 14,200 megalitres of water each year to Lake Cressbrook. At this stage,

following negotiation with the South East Queensland Water Grid Manager, a Water

Supply Contract providing an allocation of 10,000 megalitres per annum, or 27 megalitres per day, from the Wivenhoe Dam stores will be transferred to the top of the Toowoomba Range.

The Toowoomba Regional Council is currently pumping to ensure this full allocation is

transferred thus bolstering their supplies. Through the continued use of water from the

Council’s two other dams, Cooby and Perserverance, in addition to taking 9 megalitres

a day from Toowoomba’s existing underground bores, the current demand for the city is

approximately 25 megalitres per day. By pumping the full allocation of water from Wivenhoe, the Council is achieving a small increase in their overall water supplies of

2 megalitres per day. With some level of restriction remaining in place, this small daily

surplus will see the level of Cressbrook increase incrementally and will provide

sufficient supplies for Toowoomba at least to 2021.

Looking to the future, this pipeline will form a long-term and significant part of the

Toowoomba Regional Council’s water supply network which, with pump upgrades to

increase capacity to 18,000 megalitres per year, together with continued supply from the

Council’s existing three dams and bore network, will underpin Toowoomba’s growth

until at least 2050. This surety of supply also provides new confidence for local

business and potential investors.

Smart investors will now recognise the renewed spirit of hope and optimism in the

Toowoomba region’s business sector and will be drawn back to the city as confidence

and economic benefits build once again. With South Western Queensland’s mining and

liquid natural gas boom about to escalate, this level of assurance couldn’t have come at

a better time.

The Toowoomba Pipeline promises peace of mind for residents and renewed confidence

for local business and potential investors now and into the future.
Further Information: 
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