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    11 February 2010
Question on Notice No. 105 
Asked on 11 February 2010
BENEFITS FOR TOOWOOMBA FROM BASE HOSPITAL WORKS
MR SHINE asked the Deputy Premier and Minister for Health (MR LUCAS)- 
Will the Deputy Premier advise the extent of benefits to the Toowoomba community arising out of his recent announcements of work to be carried out at the Toowoomba Base Hospital with respect to the Emergency Department and Birthing Centre? 
MR LUCAS: I thank the Honourable Member for Toowoomba North for his question. 
The new $1 million Toowoomba Hospital birthing centre is under construction following the awarding of a contract in late December to Q-Build – Darling Downs. The project includes two new birthing suites constructed in the Toowoomba Hospital adjacent to the maternity ward, in an area occupied by the old decommissioned obstetric theatre. 
This $1 million development will provide a new birthing experience for expectant mothers in Toowoomba and the Darling Downs. This project will give low risk pregnant women significantly enhanced birthing choices, including giving women the opportunity to give birth in a family homelike environment with midwife support and access to specialised care if required. 
The State Government has been working closely with the Toowoomba Maternity Coalition to ensure that the design of the new birthing centre meets the needs of expectant mothers.

Toowoomba Hospital has seen an increasing number of births in the past 10 years, with recent statistics showing a six per cent increase in births from 2007/08 to 2008/09. 
The development of this new birthing centre will help meet this growing demand and will complement the strong midwifery model of care in place within its maternity unit. 
The $2 million Emergency Department Transit Lounge will deliver a new lounge accommodating up to 12 patients awaiting discharge or transfer by ambulance. The new transit lounge is being designed to significantly improve patient flow through the emergency department and other wards within the hospital. 

The Toowoomba community will also benefit from a new child and youth mental health unit to be constructed at the Toowoomba Hospital as part of the $121.55 million committed for inpatient capital works under the Queensland Plan for Mental Health 2007-2017.

Further Information: 
Phone: 4638 5755  Fax: 4638 4056  Email: toowoomba.north@parliament.qld.gov.au
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