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    16 February 2010
GLENVALE STATE SCHOOL Q150 OPENING
It's a pleasure to be here today to launch Glenvale State School's Q150 gardens on behalf of Education and Training Minister Geoff Wilson.
Mr Wilson apologises for not being able to join you and has asked me to pass on his congratulations to everyone involved in creating the Garden of Reflection and the Garden of Celebration.
This wonderful community art project has resulted from a great partnership between your school, local businesses and the people of Toowoomba
.

I congratulate your Parents and Citizens Association for their successful grant application which secured $10,000 in Queensland Government funding and for their hard work raising

another $17,000 towards this project.
 I also commend local businesses for their generous donation of $27,000.

I congratulate artist Megan Bourne on her wonderful mural, Metamorph, and thank a students, teachers, parents and staff who helped to bring these beautiful gardens to life.

Your contributions have ensured Glenvale State School and the surrounding community will have a permanent reminder of last year's Q150 celebrations marking Queensland's separation from New South Wales.
These gardens are a tribute to, and a celebration of, the school's current 587 students and the thousands who have passed through its gates in the past 128 years.
It's appropriate your school is celebrating the opening of these wonderful gardens in 2010 because it's the Year of Environmental Sustainability in Queensland schools.
Throughout the year, schools will be encouraged to explore the themes of Energy Efficiency, Waste Minimisation, Biodiversity Improvement and Water Conservation and to share their stories and ideas through the YES challenges.
I encourage you to keep up to date with all the YES events and resources through the Year of Environmental Sustainability website.
The State Government is committed to a world-class education sector which gives young Queenslanders every opportunity to reach their full potential.
Every teacher at every school in Queensland is playing a part in that commitment, including staff at Glenvale State School.
We've invited all Queenslanders to share their ideas on what will make a difference to their child's education through the Flying Start for Queensland Children discussion paper.
This paper outlines proposals that will shape the future of education in Queensland.
Finally, your community is justifiably proud of your school and its role in educating children but you, too, should all take a bow.
The tireless work of your P&C over the years and to the present day is an excellent example of the community support for this school.
I thank your principal David Saxton for his invitation to attend today's important school community event.
I now declare your Gardens of Reflection and Celebration officially open.

Thank you
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