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FUNDING SETS NEW CYCLING CIRCUIT ON TRACK
Toowoomba is set to attract cycling stars and enthusiasts from around the state thanks to a new $2.63 million cycling track.
Sport Minister Phil Reeves said the Bligh Government would provide Toowoomba Regional Council with more than $990 000 to help build a new criterium cycling track at Freyling Park.
"It's a short course cycling circuit and will capitalise on the growing popularity of the sport in Queensland," Mr Reeves said.
"This track will be a safe racing facility for local cyclists and the potential is there for Toowoomba to host State, National and even International cycling events."
Member for Toowoomba North Kerry Shine said the track will be a great asset for the people of Toowoomba, by ensuring a safe place for cycling.
"The off-road facility will be a popular choice for recreational cyclists, and parents will have somewhere they can supervise their children in an environment away from traffic and pedestrians," Mr Shine said.
"As a recent convert to bike riding I think this is a great boost for Toowoomba, and I have no doubt the track will be popular when it opens next year."
Toowoomba Mayor Peter Taylor welcomed the State Government contribution towards the construction costs of the state-of-the-art track.
"This project is an excellent example of state and local governments working together to improve sport and recreation services and facilities for all Queenslanders.
"The need for an off-road cycling facility was identified by the local cycling community.
"The criterium will provide physical activity opportunities for various community groups such as schools, university students, cycling clubs, seniors and recreational riders.
"This sort of facility is particularly important given recent alarming health statistics and the need for us to encourage people to enjoy outdoor activity."
Mr Reeves said the new track will allow more Queenslanders to jump on their bicycles and lead active and healthy lives.
"The Bligh Government is committed to making Queenslanders Australia's healthiest people." he said.
"Under the Toward Q2: Tomorrow's Queensland initiative, we're aiming to cut obesity rates by one-third by 2020, and this new track will go a long way towards achieving this goal.
"That's why the Queensland Government provides more funding for sport and recreation services than any other state."
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