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    10 March 2010
HIGHFIELDS SCHOOL SITE

Mr SHINE (Toowoomba North—ALP) (12.10 pm): The Bligh government is planning for the future growth of Queensland’s state schools in the Toowoomba region. Last Thursday, I had the pleasure to represent the Hon. Geoff Wilson in announcing that the Department of Education and Training has now finalised the purchase of a block of land at Highfields. The 10.15 hectares on O’Brien Road, bounded by Polzin and Kleinton roads, was purchased as a school site for the future.  The move is part of the state government’s forward planning to cater for population growth throughout the state.
We are delivering on yet another election commitment with the purchase of this land. Queensland’s population continues to grow and this land will be set aside to ensure that we can meet the future education infrastructure needs of the region. When the time arises, the community will be fully consulted about any potential projects on the land. We are, of course, always keen to gain community feedback on education needs and

requirements.
It was an election commitment by the Bligh government for the purchase of the land at Highfields for a future secondary school. The Treasurer promised to commit $2.5 million for this purpose. I understand, however, that the final cost was more than that, but the actual figure is commercial-inconfidence. I am particularly pleased that, after a very long effort on behalf of the local community, this land, which is a most ideal location, has been secured. Soon after being elected as the member for Toowoomba North, the need to secure this particular site was made very clear to me. In 2001 or 2002— I forget now which year—I had the pleasure of accompanying the then minister for education, the Hon. Anna Bligh, around Highfields indicating the need to secure this site. Over the years many Highfields residents have worked extremely hard with me to achieve this goal. Of special note are the members of the Highfields State School community, led by Bronwyn Cairns and Councillor Bill Cahill, who, along with other Crows Nest councilors and the then mayor, Geoff Patch, were long-time advocates. Last Thursday was a truly historic day for Highfields, as it ensured that future generations of Highfields residents would have their own secondary school facilities within the centre of Highfields itself. The location of this site is particularly handy to existing sport and cultural facilities, such as the Highfields Cultural Centre, the swimming pool, the indoor sports centre, and it is opposite a large expanse of land that is designated for future sporting or open community use space.
Education advancement for the Highfields area has always been of the highest priority for the Beattie and Bligh governments. How has that priority been demonstrated? Firstly, by their support for the Mary MacKillop Catholic School on Highfields Road through the three stages of its development. This school has received the lion’s share of its funding for its construction from the state government. It now has a student population of around 400. Likewise, Highfields State School, which has a population of over 800 students, is a great state school and has received attention when it has been needed from time to time. For example, the latest major infrastructure project—that is the building of a $3 million state-of-the art auditorium—is a splendid project involving a partnership with the local school community through the P&C, the federal government via the Building the Education Revolution, and the state government. The state government’s contribution is substantial indeed. In round figures, it is about $1 million, half of which is coming from the education department and the other half from Sport and Recreation.
Conscious as I am of the privilege to be the member for Toowoomba North, which includes the splendid locality of Highfields, I must say that when I was first elected in 2001 the area lacked greatly in terms of public infrastructure. I am very pleased now to advise the House that, since that time, government infrastructure is now in place in addition to the educational assets to which I have referred. For example, there is the four-laning, with three sets of traffic lights, of the New England Highway through Highfields, the new electricity substation at Meringandan Road and the further $12 million substation—

(Time expired)
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