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    11 March 2010
SURAT BASIN
Mr SHINE: My question is directed to the Minister for Primary Industries, Fisheries and Rural and Regional Queensland. Can the minister please update the House on measures underway to handle the massive growth predicted in the Surat Basin?
Mr MULHERIN: I thank the member for Toowoomba North for his question. As we know, the

Member for Toowoomba North takes great interest in what happens within his region. There are great opportunities that will come that region’s way because of the Surat Basin. Last week I had the privilege of being in Dalby with the mayor of Western Downs, Ray Brown, and his councillors at the Ostwald Bros complex, where we launched the Surat Basin Future Directions Statement. This is really about government looking at the lessons we have learned from the Bowen Basin and the pressure it puts on communities with rapid growth. We want to make sure we get it right.

LNG is worth $40 billion to the Queensland economy. The Surat Basin takes in the regional

councils of Toowoomba, Western Downs and Maranoa and has very strong links to Banana through to the port city of Gladstone. We want to make sure that we work together with those communities and industry to ensure that we handle that growth. The Surat Basin Future Directions Statement is really about a structured way forward in dealing with this growth. We want to work with local government. We want to work with communities. We want to work with the federal government. We want to work with industry. So part of that statement is really about some work that we have to do in the short term. It is a document that looks 30 years ahead.

Some of the work that will be completed to assist in dealing with growth by January 2011 are: the preferred settlement pattern for the Surat Basin to guide regional planning; a regional planning framework to be developed by 2010; a regional transport investigation by December 2010, covering various transport modes as well as alternatives or complementary non-infrastructure solutions to transport issues; a resource town housing affordability strategy to improve the availability of quality affordable housing; social impact management plans by July 2010 to better understand what social infrastructure will be required because of this growth; and of course an economic strategy for the Surat Basin region. There are a number of communities in that area and we know that agriculture as an agribusiness is very important to that area. So we will be developing a framework around that.

We have the strategic cropping land policy statement, which is about how we protect cropping land. We also have a workforce development plan—and we had the announcement yesterday of the Wood Group Wagners consortium—to make sure that we have the skills there to take the region forward.

(Time expired)
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