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    12 March 2010
Tamara brings motherhood skills to Toowoomba workplace

A State Government funded employment project has given an Indigenous mother-of-four the chance to conquer any fears she had of joining the workforce.

After years of caring for her young family Tamara Willis, 28, decided to enter the workforce for the first time but felt she lacked the skills, confidence and communication skills to do it on her own.

Tamara said that she was told that the Bridgeworks HEAT (Host Employer and Training) project  would provide her with the job preparation, training and experience in the work place that she was missing.

“Through the project I learnt that a lot of what I was doing with my family everyday were recognised skills that I could transfer to the workplace,” Tamara said.

“The modules that I completed were easy to understand and I felt really well-prepared when I started my 13-week paid work placement with Harlaxton Neighbourhood Centre on a part-time basis.

“I really enjoyed using all of the basic computer skills that I learnt during the project including how to use the technology, email protocols, faxing and online searching.”

Tamara and 11 other participants who completed the 12-month project will be presented with their certificiates today at their graduation ceremony to be held Toowoomba Sports Club, 360 Ruthven Street at 9:30am.

Treasurer and Minister for Employment and Economic Development Andrew Fraser and Member for Toowoomba North Kerry Shine said Tamara’s achievements had not stopped there. She now has a permanent part-time job with Harlaxton Neighbourhood Centre as an administrative assistant and is undertaking a bridging course at the University of Southern Queensland, with a view to studying social work or criminal psychology in the future.

“Tamara has set a great example for other young mothers who feel that they can’t enter or re-enter the workforce after lengthy periods away caring for their families,” Mr Fraser said. 

Mr Shine said that 54 people completed the Bridgeworks HEAT project that catered primarily for Indigenous people and people from non-English speaking backgrounds. 

“The participants learnt about their own cultural differences and issues specific to Indigenous culture and by taking this on board they can now communicate this knowledge in their workplaces,” Mr Shine said.
“Australia is regarded as one of the most linguistically diverse countries on earth. One in four Australians is from a non-English speaking background.”

Bridgeworks Regional Community Programs Manager Robyn Golding-Hayes said that 48 per cent of the graduates had already commenced either full or part-time jobs and 20 per cent would continue on with further training.

“All participants undertook accredited training in Certificate I in Skills for the Future delivered by Bridgeworks, essential for people who have been out of the workforce for lengthy periods or who may never have worked,” Ms Golding-Hayes said.
During 2009/10 the Queensland Government will invest $101 million in the Skilling Queenslanders for Work initiative to give an estimated 21,000 long-term unemployed and underemployed people job related assistance and skills training to maximise labour force participation and increase Queensland's prosperity.

Twelve months after receiving assistance 71 per cent of participants are in employment or further training.

The Skilling Queenslanders for Work initiative is part of the State Government’s 

$1 billion Queensland Skills Plan which aims to provide individuals and industry with the skills and workforce for the 21st Century.

For more information on the Skilling Queenslanders for Work initiative visit www.employment.qld.gov.au or call 1300 369 925.
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