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    17 March 2010
LIFE MADE EASIER FOR TOOWOOMBA PEOPLE

 WITH  A DISABILITY
A newly refurbished $1.4 million centre for people with a disability was officially opened by Disability Services Minister Annastacia Palaszczuk on Wednesday in Toowoomba despite renovations being stalled by two separate break-ins.

Ms Palaszczuk said the new purpose-built centre was an indication of Toowoomba’s strong community spirit and willingness to support others.

“The local community raised $500,000 to make this a reality and the Bligh Government was happy to provide another $500,000 in capital funding with Cerebral Palsy League Queensland contributing the remainder for this excellent facility,” Ms Palaszczuk said.

“The centre will make a genuine difference to the lives of the 50 adults and more than 80 children who come here, as well as to the lives of their families.

“Among a range of other services the centre will give adult clients more opportunities to get out into the community and live productive and rewarding lives.”

Member for Toowoomba North Kerry Shine said the service, run by the Cerebral Palsy League Queensland (CPL), had previously been split between two offices.

“CPL will deliver respite and accommodation services as well as a range of education, training and employment services,” Mr Shine said.

 “The upgraded facility has a purpose-built kitchen for life skills training, therapy area, music therapy room and staff training area.

"The redevelopment will allow CPL to meet the increasing demand for disability services in the Toowoomba and the south Queensland region.” 

The Scott Street centre was broken into twice within one month earlier this year. The Cerebral Palsy League was only able to continue their service thanks to support from the local community.

“I thank and congratulate Toowoomba CPL members for their commitment to this project and for their ongoing commitment to people with a disability in the region,” Ms Palaszczuk said.

Ms Palaszczuk said the Bligh Government was committed to working with non-government owned disability service providers such as Cerebral Palsy League.

“The Queensland Government provides CPL with $4.3 million to support people with a physical disability in Toowoomba and the South Queensland region,” Ms Palaszczuk said.

“Statewide CPL received almost $41 million this financial year from the Bligh Government.”
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