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   18 March 2010
TOOWOOMBA YOUTHS GET HELPING HAND
Disability Services Minister Annastacia Palaszczuk today met with young people with a disability being assisted through a $4 million Bligh Government post school education program.
Ms Palaszczuk said $116,280 was allocated to help eleven young people with a disability in Toowoomba which will allow them to participate in their local community after finishing school.
“This program is about giving young people with a disability a fair go after they finish school and more opportunities to live productive and fulfilling lives,” she said.
“The Post School Service program helps school leavers to develop skills that will stay with them for life.

“Locally, Hhelp Toowoomba provides these eleven young people with an opportunity to learn and earn that they otherwise wouldn’t have.
“Raising a teenager can be difficult for any parent. This program takes some of the time and financial pressures off parents and carers.”
Member for Toowoomba North Kerry Shine said the Bligh Government program gave young people with a disability, skills which put them in a position to gain employment or continue their education.
“By strengthening these young people’s communication skills and teaching them practical skills like how to use a computer or catch public transport you give them more independence and take a great deal of pressure off their parents,” he said.
"For all teenagers, enhancing social interaction and community awareness is a part of growing up,” she said.
Ms Palaszczuk said delivering better care and support for young people with a disability and their families was one of the Bligh Government’s top priorities.
“That’s what this initiative is all about, and it’s great to so many young people making a life for themselves,” she said. 
“We’re working in partnership with non-government organisations across Queensland to support more young Queenslanders with a disability.
“It’s all part of our vision to create a fairer and more inclusive Queensland.”
Further Information: 
Phone: 4638 5755  Fax: 4638 4056  Email: toowoomba.north@parliament.qld.gov.au
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