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      23 March 2010
Toowoomba Disability Services Centre
Mr SHINE (Toowoomba North—ALP) (11.45 am): St Patrick’s Day in Toowoomba this year was especially memorable, for a newly refurbished $1.4 million centre for people with a disability was officially opened by disability services minister, Annastacia Palaszczuk, in Toowoomba, despite renovations being stalled by two separate break-ins leading up to it. What is undoubtedly true and what was acknowledged by the minister was that the new purpose-built centre was an indication of Toowoomba’s strong community spirit and willingness to support others. The local community raised $500,000 to make this project a reality and the Bligh government was happy to provide another $500,000 in capital funding, with the Cerebral Palsy League of Queensland contributing the remainder for what is an excellent facility.
The centre will make a genuine difference to the lives of the 50 adults and more than 80 children who go there, as well as to the lives of their families. Among a range of other services, the centre will give adult clients more opportunities to get out into the community and live productive and rewarding lives. The service run by the Cerebral Palsy League of Queensland, or CPL, had previously been split between two offices. CPL will deliver respite and accommodation services as well as a range of education, training and employment services. The upgraded facility has a purpose-built kitchen for life skills training, a therapy area, a music therapy room and a staff training area. The redevelopment will allow CPL to meet the increasing demand for disability services in the Toowoomba and south Queensland region generally.
The Scott Street centre was broken into twice within one month earlier this year. The Cerebral Palsy League was able to continue its service thanks only to generous support from the local community. Thanks and congratulations go to Toowoomba CPL members for their commitment to this project and for their ongoing commitment to people with a disability in the Darling Downs region. I am very pleased the Bligh government is committed to working with non-government owned disability service providers such as the Cerebral Palsy League. The Queensland government provides CPL with $4.3 million to support people with a physical disability in Toowoomba and the south Queensland region. State-wide, the CPL received almost $41 million this financial year from the Bligh government. 

The disability services minister, Annastacia Palaszczuk, also met with young people with a disability being assisted through a $4 million Bligh government postschool education program. The sum of $116,280 was allocated to help 11 young people with a disability in Toowoomba, which will allow them to participate in their local community after finishing school. This program is about giving young people with a disability a fair go after they finish school and more opportunities to live productive and fulfilling lives. The Post School Services Program helps school leavers to develop skills that will stay with them for life.
 Locally, Hhelp Toowoomba provides these 11 young people with an opportunity to learn and earn that they otherwise would not have. Raising a teenager can be difficult for any parent. This program takes some of the time and financial pressure off parents and carers. This program gives young people with a disability the skills which put them in a position to gain employment or continue their education. By strengthening these young people’s communication skills and teaching them practical skills like how to use a computer or catch public transport, we give them more independence and take a great deal of pressure off their parents. For all teenagers, enhancing social interaction and community awareness is a part of growing up.
Delivering better care and support for young people with a disability and their families is one of the Bligh government’s top priorities. That is what this initiative is all about. It is great to see so many young people making a life for themselves. We are working in partnership with non-government organisations across Queensland to support more young Queenslanders with a disability. I congratulate the minister in particular for her commitment and devotion to this cause.
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