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SURAT BASIN

Mr SHINE: I direct my question to the Minister for Primary Industries, Fisheries and Rural and

Regional Queensland. Can the minister please update the House on what the office of rural and

regional Queensland is doing to manage growth in the rapidly expanding Surat Basin?
Mr MULHERIN: I thank the honourable member for Toowoomba North for the question. As

members know, the member for Toowoomba North takes a keen interest in Toowoomba and the

surrounding regions, including the Surat Basin.
Last week in Roma the Premier announced $23.65 million in funding for infrastructure and

services for the Surat Basin. That funding is part of the $100 million sustainable communities funding

package to resource communities to deal with growth. The emergence of the $40 billion LNG industry

will bring unprecedented growth to the Surat Basin and we want to ensure that growth is properly

managed. Last week the Premier attended a forum that outlined ways in which local communities, local

governments, state and federal governments and industry could work together to manage the rapid

growth associated with this expected boom in the LNG and coal seam gas industry. The forum was well attended by representatives from community groups, the chamber of commerce, unions and local

government. Those representatives raised concerns such as the need for the workforce to live locally,

as well as the need for well-serviced communities with adequate infrastructure, including health,

education, roads, medical services, water and so on, long-term planning and sustainability, and

government partnerships working with industry and the community.
This is an important part of our overall population growth management strategy to create

opportunities in the regions, particularly regions where there are great job opportunities. The only way

that will work is to ensure that we have areas where people want to live and raise a family. That is why

part of this package included $4.7 million to upgrade the Roma airport and why other funding has been

provided to improve health and ambulance services. There is a whole range of things such as road

projects which will be funded through the $23.5 million.
This government is getting on with the job, planning for the future and ensuring we have a

Queensland that people want to work and live in. Contrast that with the opposition, which has no plans,

no policies and no ideas. That is why they are stuck in the past. They have asked John Howard to help

them out because they are stuck in the past with no ideas and no policy.
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