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   24 March 2010
QUEENSLAND’S SUDANESE WALK TO FREEDOM
The plight of 10 children and young people who survived the civil war in Sudan, and who later found refuge in Queensland, have been recorded in the new book Walking to Freedom.

The book was launched by the Awulian Community Development Association Inc. in Toowoomba on Wednesday 24 March 2010.
Member for Toowoomba North Kerry Shine MP said Walking to Freedom was the first collection of memoirs by Queensland’s Sudanese community in Toowoomba.

“The book chronicles the stories of 10 refugees, most of whom are ‘lost boys and girls’ who were orphaned or separated from their parents during the civil war,” he said.

“Their stories reflect on village life, the dispossession of civil war and the long treks made across hostile terrain in Southern Sudan, Ethiopia and Kenya in search of refuge, ending in their arrival in Queensland.

“The book captures their struggle, achievements here in Queensland and hopes and plans for the future.”

More than 2,300 Queenslanders were born in Sudan with around 400 of these living in the Toowoomba area. Sudan is the third most common overseas birthplace for people in this area behind England and New Zealand.

“The launch of Walking to Freedom will be followed by a training program designed to support the authors and the community to independently run their own speakers’ bureau to increase community understanding of Sudanese history and culture, and the refugee and resettlement experience,” Mr Shine said.

“This project provides an important opportunity for community members to share their stories and interact with the wider community.

“The Department of Communities through Multicultural Affairs Queensland is pleased to have provided $12,000 to the Awulian Community Development Association to support the “Walking to Freedom and Speakers’ Bureau” project under the 2009-2010 Multicultural Assistance Program.

Mr Shine said the association also received $24,797 from the Gambling Community Benefit Fund in 2009 to support the development of written memoirs and short documentaries of the Sudanese community. 

“The Bligh Government supports projects like this because they enable Queenslanders to celebrate and acknowledge the wonderful diversity of our communities,” he said.

Sudanese food, music and a choir were part of the launch program, held at the Empire Church Theatre, Neil Street, Toowoomba. 
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