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    Hansard
    Tuesday 13 April 2010
WALKING TO FREEDOM
Mr SHINE (Toowoomba North—ALP) (11.42 am): I wish to speak on two topics, time permitting.

The first relates to the plight of 10 children and young children who survived the civil war in Sudan and who later found refuge in Queensland whose stories have been recorded in a new book called Walking to Freedom.

 The book was launched by me, representing the Minister for Multicultural Affairs, on behalf of the Awulian Community Development Association in Toowoomba on Wednesday, 24 March. Walking to Freedom is the first collection of memories by the Queensland Sudanese community of Toowoomba.

I will read to the House the wording on the back sheet of the book, which states

Walking to Freedom chronicles the lives of a group of young men and women from Southern Sudan’s Awulian clan, Christian, animist, agricultural people driven from their homes by northern Islamic government forces.

Their stories recall the terrifying, arduous, thousand-mile treks forced on them as children, orphaned or separated from their families by civil war and dubbed the Lost Boys of Sudan by aid agencies. Their journeys crisscrossed harsh and hostile landscapes, into neighbouring Ethiopia, Kenya and Uganda, in search of refuge, alone and in groups, fending for themselves.

From displaced persons camps, ration cards and school classes under trees, they eventually make their way as humanitarian refugees to Australia.

Powerful, eloquent, heartbreaking yet uplifting, Walking to Freedom brings alive the sounds of cattle camps, children’s games, village meetings and the wisdom received from beloved family elders. AK47s, air assaults, wild animals and disease and starvation also inhabit these pages.

The lasting image is of grace, dignity, courage and resilience and the enduring power of hope.

More than 2,300 Queenslanders were born in Sudan, with around 400 of these living in the Toowoomba area. Sudan is the third most common overseas birthplace for people in this area, behind England and New Zealand. The launch of Walking to Freedom is being followed by a training program designed to support the authors and the community to independently run their own speakers bureau to increase community understanding of Sudanese history and culture, and the refugee and resettlement experience.

This program provides an important opportunity for community members to share their stories and interact with the wider community. The Department of Communities through Multicultural Affairs Queensland is pleased to have provided $12,000 to the Awulian Community Development Association to support the Walking to Freedom and speakers bureau project under the 2009-10 Multicultural Assistance Program. The association also received $24,797 from the Gambling Community Benefit Fund in 2009 to support the development of written memoirs and short documentaries of the Sudanese community. 

The Bligh government supports projects like this because they enable Queenslanders to celebrate and acknowledge the wonderful diversity of our communities.

I commend this book at a cost of $20 to all MPs. No-one would remain unaffected by the heartrending stories. In order to avoid offence as a result of my inadequate pronunciation, I seek leave to incorporate the list of authors and project team members. I have referred this matter to the Speaker.

Leave granted.

Walking to freedom writers

Paul Mabior Garang: Chairperson AWCODA (Awulian Community Development Association

Ajak Deng Biar

Ayii Atem Dak

John Dau Deng Dau

Dabora Alakiir Kuir

Aguin Manyok Aguin

Philip Garang Deng Dit

Joseph Ajak Akec Ajak

Atem Ajang Jok

Akuac Manyok Aguin

Project team members

Paul Mabior Garang, Project Coordinator

Marlyn Mclnnerney, Project developer

Jenny Noble (Living Life-stories), Lifewriting Tutor Meryl Hutchison, Transcriber

Wendy Richards (Page One Editing and Publishing), Editor

Mr SHINE: There are many Toowoomba residents who have done stirling work on behalf of the Sudanese. May I congratulate, in particular, Archdeacon Gary Harch on behalf of the Anglican parish of St James in Toowoomba, and Dr Mark Copland, on behalf of the Catholic Social Justice Commission, for the work that they have done.
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