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7 May 2010
PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE – HELPING CHILDREN GET A FLYING START
It’s that time of year again for Prep to Year 7 students around Queensland to find a good book and start reading for this year’s Premier’s Reading Challenge.
The Premier’s Reading Challenge is an initiative of the Queensland Government aimed at improving children’s literacy, cultivating a passion for literature and encouraging children to read widely for pleasure and learning.

Mr Shine said the challenge is for all primary school students in state and non-state schools to read or experience a set number of books between Monday May 10 and Friday August 27 2010. Experiencing books for prep to Year 2 students could include listening to stories, shared reading or reading picture books.

“I hope all students will take part in the Premier’s Reading Challenge. The challenge not only encourages children to have fun, it aims to help their learning by boosting the number and the quality of books children read.
“A major focus of the A Flying Start for Queensland Children consultation paper is reading and in February the Ready Reader program with volunteers reading to children at primary schools was launched,” Mr Shine said. 

 “We encourage all families to read to their children from an early age. Reading takes children to places they haven’t been before, as well as helping them to develop new ideas while expanding their imagination and we know that students who read for pleasure – particular from an early age – excel in learning. 
“This is not a competition and children who meet the Challenge and read the required number of books will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Premier during PRC Celebration Weeks from 19 to 29 October,” he said.
Principals or PRC School Coordinators can register their school in the Challenge online until Friday May 28 2010.  For more information visit the Premier’s Reading Challenge website.

Further Information: 
Phone: 4638 5755  Fax: 4638 4056  Email: toowoomba.north@parliament.qld.gov.au
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