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18 May 2010
ACTION AGAINST BULLYING FORUMS
Toowoomba parents, principals and school staff will be given the opportunity to participate in public forums on bullying hosted by psychologist Dr Michael Carr-Gregg. 

Dr Carr-Gregg is one of Australia’s most high profile and respected psychologists who specialises in bullying, cyber safety and mental health issues for adolescents. 

Member for Toowoomba North Kerry Shine is encouraging school staff and parents concerned about bullying in local schools to take part in the forum. 

 “The Queensland Government, along with the Catholic and Independent school sectors, parents, principals and teachers, is committed to finding real and practical solutions to the problem of bullying and violence in our schools.” 

“Bullying is cruel and damaging behaviour which not only affects the young person being targeted but also their friends and family.”

“Schools cannot deal with bullying alone and we need to work together as a community to put a stop to this serious problem,” he said. 

Mr Shine said forum participants would benefit from Dr Carr-Gregg’s expertise and practical advice on how to address bullying.”

“Bullying is a complex issue and it’s important we get advice from experts like Dr Carr-Gregg.”

“Every Toowoomba student has the right to learn in a positive environment free from bullying, harassment and violence,” he said. 
Three forums will be held at Lords @ Toowoomba Motel and Events Centre on August 4 and 5 - one each for principals, school staff and parents. 

Dr Carr-Gregg said the presentations will contain the latest research on what is known about bullying behaviour and some practical evidence-based advice as to what parents and schools can do to minimise harm. 

“All the latest research demonstrates that there are no quick fixes when it comes to bullying but that the most effective solutions go beyond the school gate.”

“The importance of a whole of school approach which involves young people, teachers, parents and the wider community cannot be stressed enough,” he said.

He said Education Queensland was leading the charge when it comes to dealing with this complex problem.

“I feel privileged to be involved in such a strategy and congratulate the Minister and Education Queensland for its commitment to this important issue," he said. 
The Action Against Bullying – Education Series is the first major initiative to come out of meetings of the Queensland Schools Alliance Against Violence which was established by the State Government to examine ways to put a stop to bullying. 

Further information about how to register will be made available through schools in the near future.

Further Information: 
Phone: 4638 5755  Fax: 4638 4056  Email: toowoomba.north@parliament.qld.gov.au
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