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12 May 2010
KICK START PROJECT FOR TOOWOOMBA JOBSEEKERS
Nine Toowoomba jobseekers are the first of 100 local people to complete Centacare Employment and Training Queensland’s Kick Start Your Success project when they graduate today.

Treasurer and Minister for Employment and Economic Development Andrew Fraser said the State Government’s Skilling Queenslanders for Work initiative had committed $157,960 to support the project and help mature-age people, parents and carers and other unemployed people back into the workforce.

“Centacare Employment and Training is assisting participants to better prepare for the job application process and to sharpen up some of their general workplace skills like communication, teamwork and problem solving,” Mr Fraser said.

“Mature-age people and parents or carers who want to work, offer employers valuable experience and understanding but can have a hard time finding a start. 

“This project will help them and others who have been struggling to get a start to find more opportunities and learn how to give themselves a better chance of winning a new position.”

Member for Toowoomba North Kerry Shine said the good news was already coming in.

“This is the first group to complete the four-week program and two of the participants have found new jobs,” Mr Shine said.

“That is a great achievement and will give the rest of this group, and the other participants who will join the next nine intakes of this project, encouragement that results do come.”

Centacare Employment and Training Qld Manager Lorraine Ball said participants are interviewed at the start of each intake to identify the assistance that will help them.

“This project isn’t like going back to school. It’s designed to help people who want to work but are finding it difficult to get a start,” Ms Ball said. 

“The program covers writing resumes, preparing for job interviews, understanding the job market, job search activities and much more. Interactive workshops allow participants to support each other but they can also work individually with our staff if they need it.”

During 2009/10 the Queensland Government will invest $101 million in the Skilling Queenslanders for Work initiative to give an estimated 21,000 unemployed and underemployed people job related assistance and skills training to maximise labour force participation and increase Queensland's prosperity.

Twelve months after receiving assistance 71 per cent of participants are in employment or further training.

The Skilling Queenslanders for Work initiative is part of the State Government’s 

$1 billion Queensland Skills Plan which aims to provide individuals and industry with the skills and workforce for the 21st Century.

For more information on the Skilling Queenslanders for Work initiative visit www.employment.qld.gov.au or call 1300 369 925.

Further Information: 
Phone: 4638 5755  Fax: 4638 4056  Email: toowoomba.north@parliament.qld.gov.au
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