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Roads summit secured for south west
Main Roads Minister Craig Wallace today announced a Warrego Highway Summit for south west Queensland Mayors to be hosted in Toowoomba. 

Mr Wallace responded to calls from the Member for Toowoomba North Kerry Shine to help put the Warrego Highway on the federal agenda and secure support for the vital link. 

“I welcome the call from my colleague Kerry Shine to assist in making this national network link a priority on the federal agenda,” Mr Wallace said.

“I will be hosting a Roads Summit for south west Mayors late next week to focus on this important road network.” 

Mr Wallace said he would again be leading the charge to Canberra, after a similar roads summit held in north Queensland, with a wish list of priority road works this time for the Warrego Highway.

“South west Queensland and North Queensland regions have in common very strong economic development, which is being driven by the resources sector and the associated pressures being placed on the national network.”

“I want to work with Mayors in the south west, along with my colleague Mr Shine, to secure their support for continued federal investment in our national road network – with particular focus on the Helidon to Morven section.
“I believe our joint advocacy for future funding is vital to securing the best deal for communities and industries throughout the region.”

Mr Shine said he would accompany the Minister at a later date on a drive of the Warrego to point out first-hand what drivers in the south west battle with every day.  

 “In light of recent accidents on the Warrego, this is an important opportunity to bring our concerns forward. I will also use the morning of the Summit as an opportunity to show the Minister the section of the Warrego between Helidon and Toowoomba,” Mr Shine said. 

“These recent incidents serve as a sober and tragic reminder that safety on our roads is the highest priority and I will not rest until we have charged to Canberra with a call to remedy the state of the Warrego Highway”, he said. 
Mr Wallace said he looked forward to visiting Toowoomba and meeting with community representatives to put the Warrego Highway squarely on the national agenda.
Media enquiries:    Minister’s Office 3896 3691  
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