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ALL QUEENSLAND SCHOOLS TO GET EPI-PENS AND ANAPHYLAXIS TRAINING
The Bligh Government has launched an online course to help teachers and school staff manage the risks around anaphylaxis and respond to potentially life-threatening severe allergic reactions. 
Education and Training Minister Geoff Wilson said every Queensland state school would also receive funding to purchase adrenaline auto-injectors for general use to include in their first aid kits.
"The online Anaphylaxis Awareness and Management course focuses on the management and treatment of students medically diagnosed as being at risk of anaphylaxis," Mr Wilson said.
"Participants will learn about anaphylaxis and its causes, which can include common allergens like peanuts, shellfish, egg, insect stings and certain medications.

"They will also learn how to manage and minimise the risks of anaphylaxis, and what to do in an emergency if a child does have a reaction.

"The course is now on the Department's Learning Place website, for the use of state and non-state school staff and child care workers.

"This is an extremely valuable course as anaphylaxis is potentially life-threatening. 

"The course requires participants to complete a theoretical certification first, before completing a practical certification locally, on how to use an adrenaline auto-injector device."

Mr Wilson said practical training would be delivered by Department of Education and Training Registered Nurses and a range of first aid organisations including Red Cross and the Queensland Ambulance Service.

"The course will also address how schools can manage activities like camps, excursions and sports carnivals held outside school grounds where they could pose a greater risk for students," he said.

"While it is aimed at supporting students with medically diagnosed anaphylaxis, this course also trains staff to deal with incidents where a student or staff member may have their first anaphylactic reaction and need emergency treatment."

Mr Wilson said the department had revised its anaphylaxis guidelines for Queensland state schools so they are aligned with the online training course.

"The new Anaphylaxis Guidelines for Queensland State Schools will ensure all schools have appropriate anaphylaxis management plans in place. 

"Funding to purchase an adrenaline auto-injector for general use will also help ensure the safety of all students including those medically diagnosed with severe allergy at risk of anaphylaxis." 

