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18 May 2010
WARREGO HIGHWAY

Mr SHINE (Toowoomba North—ALP) (10.17 pm): On 22 April this year, I called on main roads minister Craig Wallace to help secure federal funding for much needed road work on the Warrego Highway. I was impressed by the content and outcome of the North Queensland road summit, which was hosted by Mr Wallace in March of this year. The people of Toowoomba North and, indeed, the Darling Downs and further afield would benefit from a similar summit designed specifically to address the unacceptable state of the Warrego Highway. After 11 years of neglect from the Howard government and even less commitment from the federal member for Groom, I am calling on Canberra to come to the party and deliver to the people of South-West Queensland the safe and functioning highway which they so rightly deserve. I have invited the minister to drive the Warrego Highway and experience first-hand what drivers of the south-west contend with every day.
I was very pleased when, on the 13th of this month, in response to my call the Minister for Main Roads, Mr Wallace, announced a Warrego highway summit for South-West Queensland mayors to be hosted in Toowoomba. He will be hosting a road summit for south-west mayors this Friday to focus on this important road network. Mr Wallace indicated he would again be leading the charge to Canberra after the similar road summit held in North Queensland with a wish list of priority roadwork’s this time for the Warrego Highway. South-West Queensland and North Queensland regions have in common very strong economic development, which is being driven by the resources sector and the associated pressures being placed on the national highway.
He and I want to work with mayors in the south-west to secure their support for continued federal investment in our national road network, with particular focus on the Helidon to Morven section. I will accompany the minister on Friday, travelling on the highway via Helidon and Withcott, and at a later date on a drive along the Warrego Highway west of Toowoomba to point out firsthand what drivers in the south-west battle with each day.

In the light of recent accidents on the Warrego, this is an important opportunity to bring my community’s concerns forward. These recent incidents serve as a sombre, tragic reminder that safety on our roads is the highest priority, and I will not rest until we have charged to Canberra with a call to remedy the state of the Warrego Highway. This summit on Friday to be held with the mayors will be an important step along the way to receiving justice for this area of Queensland.
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