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18 May 2010
Question without Notice 1531

QUESTION ON COAL SEAM GAS EXPLORATION

 ASKED IN PARLIAMENT
As a result of concerns for the Darling Downs region, Member for Toowoomba North Kerry Shine asked a question of Minister for Natural Resources, Mines and Energy and Minister for Trade, Hon. Stephen Robertson in Parliament today, on the protection of landholders’ rights and the dangers associated with Coal Seam Gas Exploration.
Mr SHINE:
My question is directed to the Minister for Natural Resources, Mines and Energy and Minister for Trade. Can the minister please advise what the government is doing to ensure the protection of landholders’ rights in communities where coal seam gas exploration is taking place?
Mr ROBERTSON:
I thank the member for the question and his ongoing interest in issues affecting particularly the south-west of this state as we address a range of issues arising out of the development of the coal seam gas to LNG industry in this state. As I have said earlier today, it is an industry that is important to the future of Queensland but, in terms of its development, that will not come at all costs. That is why later this week I will be introducing legislation to ensure that landholders’ rights are protected as we see the development of this industry.
This week I will be introducing into the parliament a new land access framework which aims to provide certainty to all stakeholders about their respective rights and responsibilities when it comes to land access. This proposed new legislation will include a new land access code of conduct which will apply to the gas, mining and petroleum industries; a requirement for companies to notify landholders before entering land to conduct preliminary activities that do not require disturbance of the land; and a requirement for companies to negotiate an agreement about the conduct and compensation prior to coming on to a property to undertake larger scale activities that are likely to significantly impact upon the land.
A standard conduct and compensation agreement is also being developed for use by both parties—both mining companies and landholders—during their discussions to help guide negotiations.
Our focus is on helping industry and communities to work together to build a stronger future for this state. As I said earlier in relation to a question asked by a member opposite, we are addressing a range of issues. Just recently there were allegations about well heads leaking methane into the atmosphere. As a result of that my department met with industry and an audit is underway across the whole state to ensure that those well heads are not leaking.
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