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      2 June 2010
Toowoomba JPs recognised for 300 years of community service

Member for Toowoomba North Kerry Shine and Attorney-General Cameron Dick today acknowledged 300 years of dedicated community service by local Justices of the Peace.

Mr Shine and Mr Dick attended a special function this morning where local Toowoomba JPs and Commissioners for Declarations were thanked for their contribution to the local community. 

“It is impossible to put a value on the contribution JPs make to community development and the well-being of their fellow citizens,” Mr Shine said.

“The combined total of years of service the volunteers have dedicated is most impressive, and I commend them on their desire to continue their justice training.

“JPs hold an essential position in our community and play an important role in the administration of justice in our state.  

“The duties of a Justice of the Peace involve witnessing a variety of documents which can range from a simple statutory declaration to a more complex affidavit. 

“JPs handle up to 3500 matters throughout Queensland each day and undergo extensive training and assessment in legislation and other legal matters to hold these positions. Once qualified, they are required to maintain their levels of knowledge,” he said.

Mr Dick said Queensland’s JPs performed vital legal functions for the community so it was important that the public could access them easily. 

“There are 783 registered JPs and C.Decs in the Toowoomba North electorate, including the many who generously commit their own time to operate at our local JP signing centres,” said Mr Dick.

“I congratulate the many volunteers involved in this program and encourage local residents to make full use of this initiative,” he said. 

The certificates of service were awarded to:

· 60 years – David Watts, Marjorie Mathie, Ronald Gardiner, Margo Curtis, James Bere.

Further Information: 
Phone: 4638 5755  Fax: 4638 4056  Email: toowoomba.north@parliament.qld.gov.au
Office of the Attorney-General and Minister for Industrial Relations 3239 3487
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