QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE 3 AUG 2010

Road Infrastructure

Mr SHINE: My question is to the Minister for Main Roads. There is a hive of activity on roads in my electorate. Road crews are a familiar sight in my neck of the woods. They are out there almost every day working on the roads, making them safer and more secure for motorists. Can the minister give a guarantee to maintain the momentum on the maintenance and the road building programs around the state?
Mr WALLACE: The good news for the member for Toowoomba North and every member in this House who supports roads is that the answer is yes. We are continuing our building on roads right across Queensland. As old Joh used to count the cranes on the skyline, we count the signs— ‘Roadwork’s ahead’. Queenslanders can count on the Bligh government to deliver a bigger and better road network.
Our $3.3 billion roads budget is more than three times bigger than the entire budget of the Tories when they last sat on the treasury benches. Our roads budget is about building better roads right across our great state. It is a roads budget for growth. It is a roads budget that will deliver jobs for Queenslanders—around 30,000 jobs this year. Our roadworkers have got their hard hats on from Cairns to Coolangatta. We are delivering west of the Great Divide as well. We are able to do this because we had a plan. We had a plan and stuck to it. We made the tough choices and the tough decisions, unlike those in the opposition. They are job blockers and job knockers.
We have the Leader of the Opposition talking about a freeze on infrastructure. That is a freeze on building roads, a freeze on building projects, a freeze on creating jobs. He would give Queenslanders the cold shoulder. Our $18 billion road building program is kick-starting local economies and generating local jobs—30,000 of them.
Compare that with the Leader of the Opposition’s plan—‘Mr Three Per Cent’. If we applied his plan to our road budget, millions of dollars would go down the drain and hundreds of jobs would go down the gurgler. He says one thing but his colleagues say another. They just disagree. Take the opposition roads spokesperson as an example. She says that we are not spending enough, yet her leader wants to block spending and block jobs. We have the Leader of the Opposition with the right-hand blinker on and the roads spokesperson with the left-hand blinker on. Do members know what that means? The hazard lights are on in those members opposite. They are showing their true colours—no policies, just a lot of populist claptrap. Those opposite have not got a clue. Even their tory colleagues in New South Wales have switched on to the fact that infrastructure builds stronger economies. We will not take our pedal off the metal in Queensland. We are going to concentrate on roads.

I have to worry when it comes to roads. If the tories get elected in Canberra, they have already said that they will cut $1.435 billion from the infrastructure fund. That will come off roads right across our great state. That will come off roads in Cairns like the southern access corridor. That will come off roads in Townsville like the Port Access Road that we are building. That will come off the planning exercises we are doing in Mackay and Rockhampton. That will come from every Queenslander who drives on our roads every day. They will cut road funding and I am scared for the motorists of Queensland.
