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Mr SHINE (Toowoomba North—ALP) (8.28 pm): This subject matter is one that has raised a great deal of interest and indeed concern amongst the community over a long period of time. As I recall, the original bill was introduced in or about 1999. When I stood successfully in the 2001 election it was very much a live issue in Toowoomba. In fact, in Toowoomba North it has been a live issue for 2004, 2006, 2009 and probably will be in 2012 as well, such is the nature of my electorate and the passion which this subject matter evokes.
This legislation is of interest because it follows on a very pertinent and appropriate review of the legislation by the CMC carried out in 2006. The government has been careful and cautious in relation to its consideration of the report and we see the results of that consideration in the legislation tonight.
One aspect of it that I want to comment on is with respect to the safety of sole operators. In the interests of promoting safety, the bill amends the Criminal Code to allow actions necessary to ensure the safety of the sole operator or allow a sole operator to have one employee who acts as a receptionist and/or driver. Consequently, section 229H of the Criminal Code is amended to add an exception to the application of the provisions to a driver of a sole operator. The bill amends section 229H of the Criminal Code to create an exception for people who engage in actions necessary to ensure the safety of sole operators—for example, being told where the sole operator is attending an outcall and when he or she will be back, remaining in telephone contact with the sole operator while they are attending an outcall and disseminating information about dangerous clients and, further, people who act as receptionists or drivers for the sole operator but only if they act for one sole operator and only if they are not current sex workers themselves. However, the person acting in the capacity of a driver must be the holder of a crowd controller’s licence under the Security Providers Act 1999. Because of probity checks conducted on licensed security providers, the entry of organised crime into the sole operator industry is thereby minimised. I have no hesitation in supporting that provision of this amending act as well as the others.
On the point of sole operators, by coincidence a constituent came to see me last week. This constituent lives with her husband and family in a suburb that is close to the CBD of Toowoomba. She is concerned because a sole operator has moved in next door. That has created a problem for her in terms of rearing her own children. What she says to the children by way of explanation creates a problem because people are visiting the sole operator at all hours of the day and night and some clients mistakenly come to my constituent’s house as well. Whilst the CMC investigation was concerned—and understandably so and no doubt as directed—with the safety issue of sole operators, it may well be that the minister might entertain some consideration of investigation into the effects on the general community, particularly residents in residential areas, who may well be affected as this constituent of mine clearly is. I have a great deal of sympathy for their situation. I do not know what the answer is. I therefore ask that the minister give it consideration and perhaps it might well be the subject of some investigation into the future to come up with some solution to that problem.
In relation to the issue of prostitution itself and its legalisation, as I said before, this issue is one that has arisen often in Toowoomba. It is one which my friends opposite in the Liberal National Party— and for most of that time the National Party—strongly opposed when legislation was presented, it would be fair to say. They presented the case of a united conservative opposition to this type of legislation.
I notice in the Western Australian newspapers of recent times that the Liberal National Party government of Western Australia is now proceeding to legalise prostitution in Western Australia. Under previous governments, including the previous Labor government, prostitution was the subject of the turning of a blind eye. It was rare for any charges to be laid except where under-age sex was involved or unsafe practices were involved. The Liberal National Party has now indicated its intention to regulate the industry. Why is this? The stated reasons are to improve the health standards and the safety of people involved in the industry—very much like the reasons for the Queensland legislation. Other reasons include participants will be licensed, they will be confined to commercial and industrial areas and there will be compulsory health and blood checks.
Mr Moorhead interjected.

Mr SHINE: My friend from Waterford says it sounds familiar. It does. It also indicates that in the 21st century even the Liberal National Party—at least in Western Australia—is awake to the real problems that people face, is awake to the realities of life and is not turning a blind eye to those realities and is reacting in a responsible manner, albeit it is an unsavoury subject matter for many people.
I commend this amendment to the House. I also commend to my friends opposite that they peruse, read and try to understand why their colleagues in the Liberal National Party of Western Australia have come on board with this type of legislation.
