Questions Without Notice 05 Aug 2010
Coal Seam Gas Industry

Mr SHINE: My question is directed to the Minister for Natural Resources, Mines and Energy and Minister for Trade. Would the minister inform the House of the current state of the growing CSG industry in Queensland and how the Queensland government is ensuring that it will develop in a sustainable way?

Mr ROBERTSON: I thank the member for Toowoomba North for the question and acknowledge his long-term commitment to sustainable industries up on the Downs. The Bligh government has been nothing but clear about our vision for the CSG to LNG industry in Queensland. We want it to grow, but as I have said repeatedly it cannot be at any cost. The resource sector must comply with Queensland regulations and laws and it must show our environment and Queensland landholders the respect that they deserve. But what is not clear is what the LNP believes in, because I just happen to have a copy of the Dalby Herald where the member for Condamine provides a very useful view about the LNP’s policy on CSG. He said—

The LNP want the coal-to-gas experiment halted until it can be proven beyond doubt that there is absolutely no impact to our precious water resources, both ground and artesian.

There it is. The LNP wants to impose the moratorium, or does it? When the Leader of the Opposition was asked by ABC Radio whether he supported a moratorium he said, and I quote from the transcript—

State Opposition Leader John-Paul Langbroek has refused to be drawn on whether he would impose a moratorium on new coal seam gas developments if he became Premier.

He refused to be drawn. Typical! Those opposite say one thing in the country and another thing by the coast. Of course, what is the proof of this confusion? When one goes to this policy that the member for Condamine was waving around the place earlier this week—and this would have been an appropriate place to announce the moratorium—is it in there? Well, no—no mention whatsoever. So the question is:

is the member for Condamine lying to his constituents or has he got a secret plan in terms of a new policy position that the Leader of the Opposition has no idea about? The challenge is very simple: all the Leader of the Opposition needs to do is stand up in this place and announce that he supports a moratorium on the CSG industry. Of course he will not, because around the boardrooms of Brisbane he has been saying quite a different thing about support for the coal seam gas industry. The question is:

 is he now going to discipline the member for Condamine and tell him to stop lying to his constituents about what—

Mr SPEAKER: Order!

Mr ROBERTSON:—about what the LNP policy is—

Mr SPEAKER: Order!

Mr ROBERTSON:—because, Mr Speaker—and I will table this article—

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The minister will—

Mr ROBERTSON:—so that everyone can see—

Mr SPEAKER: Order!

Mr ROBERTSON:—how dishonest you have been.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! I would ask the minister to withdraw the unparliamentary language.

Mr ROBERTSON: Mr Speaker, I withdraw and table the offending article.

Tabled paper: Copy of newspaper article, dated 3 August 2010, from page 2 of the Dalby Herald.

Mr SPEAKER: No. I ask you to withdraw it unreservedly.

Mr ROBERTSON: I withdraw.
