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 9 August 2010
TOOWOOMBA CELEBRATES AT THE MULTICULTURAL FESTIVAL
More than 8,500 people attended the Toowoomba Languages and Cultural Festival held on Sunday at Queen’s Park to enjoy the food, music and culture from around the globe.

Member for Toowoomba North Kerry Shine said the festival was a great opportunity to celebrate the diversity of languages and cultures which exist in the Toowoomba region.

“This festival is about celebrating Toowoomba’s cultural and linguistic diversity and promoting harmony,” Mr Shine said 

“This year’s slogan – One World, Many Faces – represents the essence of the festival’s vision.

The cultural, culinary and linguistic heritage of the local community was showcased through performances from schools, professional artists and community groups and a photographic exhibition celebrated the cultural contributions of migrant communities to the current and historical way of life in the Darling Downs.
The Governor-General Quentin Bryce officially opened the festival and said such festivals celebrate the diversity of our society. 

“I express my greatest admiration and praise for your support and nurture of human dignity and unique language and culture, for encouraging each of us to give and receive, generously and graciously.”
Mr Shine said Toowoomba was one of Queensland’s main settlement locations for refugees under Australia’s Refugee and Humanitarian Program. 
“More than ten per cent of Toowoomba’s population were born overseas including people from England, New Zealand, Sudan, Zimbabwe, South Africa and Papua New Guinea,” he said.

“Around four per cent of residents speak a language other than English at home with the most common including Mandarin, Dinka, Arabic, Cantonese, and German.

“The Queensland Government is proud to have provided $10,000 in funding under the Multicultural Assistance Program towards this year’s festival. 

Further Information: 
Phone: 4638 5755  Fax: 4638 4056  Email: toowoomba.north@parliament.qld.gov.au
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