
[image: image1.jpg]



9 August 2010
TOOWOOMBA YOUNG LEADERS EARN GOLD
Member for Toowoomba North Kerry Shine today congratulated young locals Bianca Crighton and David Bellettini who were among 48 young Queenslanders to receive Duke of Edinburgh awards.
Mr Shine said the Gold Awards, earned by Bianca and David were an internationally-recognised symbol of leadership, teamwork and decision-making skills.

“The awards help young Queenslanders gain knowledge, skills and attitudes that go hand-in-hand with healthy and fulfilling lifestyles,” Mr Shine said.

“I congratulate Bianca and David on reaching the highest level of the Duke of Edinburgh awards.

“Over the past year, Bianca has participated in aged care and school service, snow skied in Mt Buller, played the piano and been involved in sport.

“David has participated in the Navy Cadets, hiked the Larapinta Trail in the Northern Territory and played the euphonium and been part of a hockey team.

“The skills they developed to earn their awards will help them achieve their full potential in life.”

Community Services Minister Karen Struthers also presented awards to adult volunteers who contributed to developing the Duke of Edinburgh program locally.  

“Almost six million young people have participated in the award in more than 120 countries over the last 50 years,” Ms Struthers said.

”The program couldn’t be as successful as it is without the hard work of volunteers.


“I presented an award to Toowoomba resident Joe Jones for 20 years’ voluntary service to the awards program.

“Joe has been a valuable member of the Darling Downs Area Award Committee since 1973.

“Remarkably, he has helped and encouraged 83 participants to achieve the Gold Award since 1990.

“I congratulate Joe for his wonderful service and effort.”
For more information about The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, contact the Department of Communities on 1800 177 338 or go to www.dukesaward.qld.gov.au 
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