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 19 August 2010
ROAD INFRASTRUCTURE

Mr SHINE: My question is to the Minister for Main Roads.
 Given the importance of a safe and secure road network for rural and remote communities, is the minister aware of options for how this can be achieved? 
Mr WALLACE: I thank the member for Toowoomba North for his question. 
He is a fine advocate for roads in regional Queensland. He hosted the summit regarding the Warrego Highway that was held a couple of weeks ago. We had the mayors there from Toowoomba West. I say congratulations to him. 
Yesterday at people’s question time I was asked about the Warrego and Bruce highways, two federally funded roads. Only federal Labor has come to the party with much needed funds for our national highways. It doubled road funding to Queensland in its first term—$2.6 billion for the Bruce Highway alone in its first term with more to come from the Gillard Labor government after Saturday. Compare that to the tories: $880 million from the Howard government in its last five years. Labor, $2.6 billion in one term; tories, $880 million in its last five years. A re-elected Gillard government will commit another $305 million for the Bruce Highway, that vital link for motorists from Cairns to Brisbane. 
Make no mistake, Tony Abbott and the coalition have a secret infrastructure hit list that will take Australia backwards. Their own costings document shows they plan to slash at least $400 million from the Nation Building Program. What will they axe? Major upgrades on the Bruce Highway. What will they axe?  Roadworks on the Warrego Highway and roadworks on the Pacific Motorway. We will be on the road to ruin again. Worse still, hundreds of jobs will be gone. These roads suffered for 11 long years under the Howard government. I said to the people in question time yesterday that the Warrego Highway does keep me awake at night.
The member for Mudgeeraba thought those comments were worthy of a tweet. By her own comments, the member for Mudgeeraba seems to think the M1 in which we are investing $910 million is more important than the Warrego Highway. What do the members for Lockyer, Toowoomba South, Warrego and Condamine think about that? It beggars belief that the member can tweet away about roads that were neglected for years by a party of which she is a member. I say to the member: tweet ‘Fanny Adams’ next time because that is what these major roads will get from the conservatives. She can lump the M1 in there, too.
The member for Condamine quite rightly said in this House in June that the Warrego Highway retains the title of the worst highway in Queensland. Their mob neglected these roads. Talk about the road to ruin: $400 million cut by Tony Abbott from that infrastructure fund. It took a Labor government to get things done in Queensland, a Labor government to commit funds to fix these roads, to right the wrongs of the past. Today I can announce $800,000 from us for planning on the Warrego Highway. 
Tweet that, member for Mudgeeraba! 
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