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 20 August 2010
BOOST FOR COMMUNITY JUSTICE GROUP IN TOOWOOMBA 
An indigenous community justice group in Toowoomba will benefit from a funding boost of $97,000 from the Bligh Government for 2010-11.

Member for Toowoomba North Kerry Shine said the Roman Catholic Diocese of Toowoomba, sponsoring Toowoomba Community Justice Group, would receive funding this financial year.

The funding was announced in Parliament this week by Attorney-General Cameron Dick, who outlined an increased allocation of $4.04 million to the state’s 52 community justice groups.

“The Bligh Government is committed to ensuring people in Queensland's Indigenous communities have access to a fair and accessible justice system,’’ Mr Shine said.

“Community justice groups play an important role in helping to reduce the number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people who have contact with the criminal justice system and, particularly, the disproportionately high rates of Indigenous imprisonment.

“They also provide support directly to the courts, making submissions on relevant cultural matters that magistrates and judges can consider when they are sentencing offenders.”

Mr Shine said community justice group members were respected local Elders, traditional owners and people of good standing within their various communities.

“These members provide an important service and I thank them for their contribution to our justice system,” he said.
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