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 22 August 2010
Queensland commits $800,000 for the Warrego 

The Bligh Government has shown its commitment to improving the federally-funded Warrego Highway, today announcing an initial $800,000 of state funds to begin planning work this year for a proposed multi-million dollar upgrade.

Member for Toowoomba North Kerry Shine said the state commitment meant work could begin to get projects closer to “shovel ready”, to capitalise on potential federal funding announcements.

“The state funding is for planning work for the section of the Warrego Highway most affected by the Surat Basin development, from section from Toowoomba west (Helidon) to Roma.

“This section is included in an overall Warrego Highway Upgrade submission, from Helidon to Morven, which outlines urgent projects needed over the next four years.

“The submission makes a strong bid for federal funding needed within the next 12 years and was developed following a summit in May, that was attended and supported by southern Queensland mayors,” Mr Shine said. 

“The overall submission for Helidon to Morven outlines to both sides of federal parliament the priority works that need funding on the highway from Helidon to Morven in southern and south-west Queensland.

“The submission, which was also developed in consultation with peak industry stakeholders such as the RACQ and Queensland Trucking Association, details a 12-year plan to address the current and medium-term needs on this essential transport link.

“We’ve asked for funding over the first four years to fix the most urgent problems on the rapidly deteriorating road from Toowoomba West (Helidon) to Morven to provide greater safety and reliability for industry and the community.”

He said the priority works included:

· 55km of widened road on all narrow sections (less than 8m) including the    notorious Macalister to Chinchilla section

· 50km of strengthening works on rough and out-of-shape pavements

· Replacement of sub-standard structures which are currently load limited

· Maintenance works to keep the road in a safe and serviceable condition

· Intersection upgrades at high-crash locations 

· Four-lane duplication works west of Toowoomba to ease congestion 

· Additional overtaking lanes between Oakey and Dalby.

Mr Shine thanked the Lockyer Valley, Maranoa, Murweh, Toowoomba and Western Downs mayors, as well as the RACQ and QTA, for their support of the submission. 

“I have encouraged the mayors to continue their lobbying efforts so that the Warrego Highway funding needs are on the political radar in Canberra,” he said. 
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