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 24 August 2010
TOOWOOMBA CARNIVAL OF FLOWERS NEEDS VOLUNTEERS
With spring just around the corner, organisers of the Toowoomba Carnival of Flowers are looking for volunteers with good local knowledge to help out with the festivities. 

Member for Toowoomba North Kerry Shine encouraged volunteers to register through the new Tourism Volunteering portal.

“Queensland offers extensive opportunities for people to volunteer in a range of capacities at events and tourism organisations across the state,” said Mr Shine. 

“The Tourism Volunteering portal provides a central point for new and experienced volunteers to find out what opportunities are coming up in their region. 

“It also allows organisations seeking volunteers to register and promote their tourism volunteering opportunities on the site.

“The portal is hosted by Volunteering Queensland, the State’s peak body for volunteering, and is a deliverable of the Tourism Action Plan to 2012.” 

Mr Shine said the Toowoomba Carnival of Flowers was the longest running floral festival of its kind in Australia. 

“The Toowoomba Carnival of Flowers is a celebration of all things Spring and features a number of food and wine events, street parades, flower displays and interactive workshops,” said Mr Shine. 

“Carnival organisers are seeking volunteers to help out in various capacities during the 10 days of the event,” he said.  

“People with a good knowledge of Toowoomba may be interested in volunteering to act as local tour guides to assist visiting coach companies and tourists find their way around the festival, and provide information on local attractions. 

“The carnival’s highlight, the Grand Central Floral Parade, also requires volunteers to help distribute programs, hand out chalk to children and assist groups find their way through closed off streets. 

“The event will run from 17 to 26 September at various locations throughout Toowoomba,” he said.  

Minister for Tourism Peter Lawlor said the Tourism Volunteering web portal was developed in close consultation with the tourism industry, including the Queensland Tourism Industry Council and regional tourism organisations. 

“Queensland’s tourism industry relies heavily on volunteers to support events, festivals, visitor centres and tourism organisations throughout the state,” Mr Lawlor said.

“This web portal provides a central point for new and experienced volunteers to find out about upcoming opportunities in the tourism industry. 

“It also highlights opportunities for people who want to combine their holiday experience with volunteering.

“Organisations seeking volunteers can also register and promote their volunteering opportunities and events on the site.”

For more information on the Toowoomba Carnival of Flowers and other tourism volunteering opportunities, or to register your organisation visit www.tourismvolunteering.com.au 
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