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23 July 2009

JOINT STATEMENT 

TMBA & FLINDERS CEMETERY RECORDS TO GO ONLINE 


The records of loved ones buried in the Toowoomba Regional Council’s cemeteries are set to be further protected in the cyber world through a State Government program funding online databases for cemeteries across the State, Acting Public Works Minister Tim Mulherin and the Member for Toowoomba North Kerry Shine said today.  


Monument inscriptions, burials on private land and Indigenous graves are all included on a new online database being developed by the Toowoomba Regional Council and funded by two State Government grants.

Mr Mulherin said that the Toowoomba Regional Council was in the process of digitising its cemetery records and is due to go on line in September.

Mr Shine said that Toowoomba Regional Council’s 19 cemeteries have been mapped and entered using the Regional Council’s Geographical Information System.

“The Toowoomba Regional Council has undertaken extensive industry research to develop a world’s best practice cemetery record management system.
“The project is setting the bar high in this arena, aiming to provide a model that can be adopted by local governments and privately run cemetery trusts across the State.  

“Around 55,000 burial records have been collected so far and are currently being uploaded onto the system, where they will be linked to the mapping system making it easier to find the information both digitally and physically.

“The Drayton and Toowoomba Cemetery, which dates back to 1850, holds memorial sites for some significant local townspeople including original custodians, local squatters and early settlers who worked hard to develop the region.

“This online database will improve search capabilities for researchers and ensure that all cemetery records will be safely captured and readily accessible for many generations.”

Meanwhile, Mr Mulherin said that Flinders Shire Council, west of Townsville, had received a $15,000 Queensland Government grant to verify, correct and digitally publish its cemetery register.

“The current hard-copy cemetery register being used by Flinders Shire Councils is not only outdated, but also very fragile as there is only a single copy of records,” Mr Mulherin said.

“The Hughenden Cemetery has significant value to the local community, with graves from 1891 through to the present day identifying pioneers and stories from the area.
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“Handwritten records for these grave sites have been documented in books, which have become fragile and are beginning to perish.

“Currently, when requests are made for cemetery information at the Flinders Council library, staff must search through the frail books to find a grave site number and then try to match it to a hand-drawn map that is faded and torn. 

“Once this new database goes online, members of the community will have instant access to accurate records along with a modern, digital map of the cemetery.”

The Community Memorials Restoration Program matches dollar-for-dollar funding, with grants up to $25,000 available to assist local governments and community organisations. 

Since 2004, the Queensland Government has spent nearly $3 million on more than 240 memorials across the state, including 18 projects to create, improve or publish cemetery records. 

The monument inscriptions, burials on private land and Indigenous graves are all included on a new online database of Moreton Bay Regional Council cemetery records were launch on Monday (20 July 20009). 

That database is online at www.moretonbay.qld.gov.au/cemeteries. 

Moreton Bay’s was the first major database to be launched as one of 18 cemetery record projects undertaken through the State Government’s Community Memorials Restoration Program.

Media contact: Minister’s Office 3237 1184 
	[image: image2.jpg]A
/C W///ﬂ H\ //\
lowara

T@mormw 3 Queensﬂ_and





	Executive Building

100 George Street Brisbane

PO Box 15185 City East 

Queensland 4002 Australia

Telephone +61 7 3224 4500

Facsimile +61 7 3221 3631

Email ThePremier@premiers.qld.gov.au

Website www.thepremier.qld.gov.au





[image: image2.jpg]_1060609580.doc
[image: image1.png]Queensland
Government








