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26 January 2009
AUSTRALIAN FLAG FLIES HIGH AT PICNIC POINT

Attorney-General and Member for Toowoomba North Kerry Shine had a hand today in raising the 12mx6m Australian flag for the first time on the 45m (150 ft) flagpole at Picnic Point, a Q150 Legacy Infrastructure project.

Mr Shine was one of 24 people who carried the flag to the flagpole. His fellow flag bearers included representatives from the Department of Defence, new citizens and Australia Day Award winners.

The Queensland Government contributed $250,000 in Q150 Legacy Infrastructure funding towards the construction of the flagpole.
Mr Shine said the flag raising did much to stir the Australian patriotic spirit amongst those present.

“This morning I had the pleasure of witnessing 100 people take up Australian citizenship on this very site,” he said.

“This was followed by the Australia Day Awards and the flag raising ceremony.

“As we all remember what it means to be Australian on a day like today and how much we enjoy the freedom that entails, I can’t but help think how appropriate this Q150 legacy infrastructure project is.

“It is a great venue for occasions such as this and other important civic ceremonies now and in the future, it was an honour to be part of today’s ceremonies,” Mr Shine said.

The Q150 Legacy Infrastructure Program is a $100 million capital works funding program initiated by the Queensland Government to assist local councils throughout the State create long lasting legacies of the 150th celebrations.

Cr Peter Taylor, Mayor of Toowoomba Regional Council, said the Australian flag would be flying from Toowoomba’s Q150 flagpole from today onwards with the Queensland flag raised on appropriate occasions such as Queensland Day and Proclamation Day.

“I think it’s a very significant landmark for this State with 150 feet for the 150 years pf Queensland’s anniversary and I’m sure it’s going to be a well used location,” he said.

“It certainly is very visible in Toowoomba and as you approach Toowoomba from the East, most places in the city will see it.

“Picnic Point is a significant place for the people of this area and this Q150 Legacy Infrastructure project increases that significance.”

Today’s Australia Day activities by Council also included a billy tea and damper and breakfast, sausage sizzle, release of pigeons of peace.

The raising of the flag on the flagpole takes 2 minutes and 51 seconds. Six 250 watt metal halide lights light up the flag and flagpole at night. The flagpole weighs 16 tonne, is 1150mm at the bas, tapering to 476mm at the top and sits on a 100 cubic metre concrete foundation.
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