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Works start on Toowoomba's water life line

Premier Anna Bligh today announced that early works have started on the

$187 million Toowoomba Pipeline Project, a water pipeline from Wivenhoe Dam to Cressbrook Dam that will create at least 180 jobs during 2009. 

The 38-kilometre pipeline will boost Toowoomba's water supply, which currently sits at 10.5% of the total capacity of its three dams.

Construction of the pipeline has been fast-tracked to be operational by January 2010.

Early works including vegetation clearing, fencing and grading of the corridor began this week on farmland 20 mins west of Esk.

Visiting a Toowoomba electrical supplier that has carried out works for the project, the Premier said it was already delivering benefits to the local economy.

"This project doesn't just deliver water security for Toowoomba. It helps deliver job security as well," Ms Bligh said.

"Even with the project only just beginning, the construction team has spent more than $1.3 million with local businesses.

"Already they've spent money with electrical suppliers, with a plumbing supplier, with a local car yard and local earthworks and landscaping suppliers.

"This is the sort of on-the-ground investment that keeps employment strong.

"And there'll be another big boost when the expected 120-strong construction crew settles into Esk, including the new camp site, towards the end of next month.

“The project will deliver more than 180 direct and indirect jobs to the region, with benefits flowing to many parts of the business sector.” 

Member for Toowoomba North Kerry Shine said he was pleased to hear Toowoomba Pipeline Alliance planned to employ at least one third of its total workforce locally. 

"Even one extra local job from this project is a benefit, but their commitment to source at least one third of the workforce locally is an important boost for the region," Mr Shine said. 

"Locals know it will deliver water security and will be very pleased to hear it will help deliver an economic boost as well."

Premier Bligh said the March commencement of trenching for the pipeline signified the Queensland Government's commitment to providing Toowoomba with a secure water supply.

"Today marks the beginning of a project that will guarantee Queensland's largest inland city has water security until at least 2042," Ms Bligh said.

Planning for the pipeline has been underway since mid-2008 through liaison with Somerset and Toowoomba regional councils, landowners and the community. No houses will be resumed due to the project. 

Trenching will occur through a variety of soil types, including sand and bed rock.

The pipeline, at least one metre below the surface, will be 762 millimetres in diameter and will be made of steel. It will have the capacity to deliver water at a rate of 14,200 megalitres per year. 

"The next major milestone for Toowoomba Pipeline will be the laying of the first pipe around mid-March," Premier Bligh said.

The pipeline would be designed and constructed by an alliance of companies formed by Clough Projects, Diversified Construction Corporation and Maunsell AECOM, under management by LinkWater Projects.
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