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    24 March 2010
LOCAL GOVERNMENT REFORM

Mr SHINE: My question is to the Minister for Local Government and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships. Can the minister discuss how councils are positioning themselves to meet the challenges that growth will bring? 

Ms BOYLE: I thank the honourable member for the question because he is resident in and a representative of one of the most successful amalgamated councils in the state of Queensland. The challenge for the Toowoomba Regional Council was nothing short of huge—eight councils into one consisting of the previous council areas of Toowoomba, Crows Nest, Rosalie, Jondaryan, Millmerran, Pittsworth, Clifton and Cambooya. Only two years on and that council is achieving extraordinarily well. It deserves the recognition of all members of this House for the huge strides it has made in putting those eight councils into one and becoming a truly regional and strategic organisation planning for the future with streamlined operations in terms of fixing and improving things in urban and rural areas. It is way down the track in terms of its single rating system, developing a new town plan, implementing a new financial system, equalising pays and building expertise of councillors and senior staff, because the new regional council recognised the importance of attracting and keeping good staff. It has a new customer service model, it is using innovative ways to get out and about right across the broader area whilst ensuring that people still have access to the councillors, who are working their socks off. It is a huge council area with an estimated 160,000 people now growing to 200,000 in not too many years. It has some $4 billion in assets and is one of the biggest road operators around with 1,600 staff, including part-timers.
As the Minister for Local Government, my congratulations go to Peter Taylor, to all of the mayors and to all of the senior staff of the Toowoomba Regional Council who are doing a spectacularly good job in only two years. I say this to the opposition members about the Toowoomba Regional Council: they should stand up and be counted. Instead of the Leader of the Opposition, the member for Warrego and the member for Noosa going out and about making half-hearted, wussy kind of deamalgamation statements and contradictory statements, they should recognise that there is absolutely no way back. In no way should they overturn the amalgamation of the Toowoomba Regional Council. I call on the Leader of the Opposition to make that plain—that Toowoomba is a huge success. The mayor, Peter Taylor, himself says that there is no going back. He would not turn back the clock on amalgamation and he deserves the support of the members opposite.
There is such uncertainty in the world of local government with these nonsensical statements being made by the opposition about deamalgamation. Well, not for Toowoomba Regional Council. Those opposite should come out clearly and pat it on the back and say ‘Success. Our hats go off to you. You have our respect. We will not deamalgamate you.’ (Time expired)
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