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     Question without Notice
     Wed 14 March 2010
Regional Queensland, Cancer Treatment Services
Mr SHINE: My question is to the Deputy Premier and Minister for Health. Could the Deputy Premier and Minister for Health inform the House of recent commitments for expanded and enhanced cancer services throughout regional Queensland?
Mr LUCAS: The issue of the proliferation of cancer in our community is a very significant one.
Many cancers, in fact, present or manifest themselves with age. Indeed, with prostate cancer they used to say you will die of old age before it gets you. For example, in 1909 in this country—this is off the top of my head—the average male life expectancy was 59 and today at birth it is 81. People are living longer and we are finding cures and better outcomes for things like heart attacks and cardiovascular disease, as well as developing better drugs and the like. People are not succumbing to some things although, regrettably, it is a fact of life that sooner or later we succumb to something. Therefore, the demands on cancer treatment services are increasing. One of the real concerns of the government is to ensure that we are also servicing those needs in regional Queensland.
That is why last week the Rudd government announced funding of $170.8 million to deliver expanded and enhanced cancer services throughout regional Queensland. Of course, we are contributing significant recurrent operational funds to run those cancer services, amounting to $166.4 million over four years. The capital is one thing and we thank the Prime Minister for it; but in Health the recurrent funding is the big issue and we are putting in the money in relation to that. That is a very welcome thing.
Between 2006 and 2016 we expect the demand for cancer treatments to grow by 4.2 per cent. This means that in 2006, each week 407 Queenslanders were diagnosed with cancer; by 2016, that figure will be 580 Queenslanders per week. Queensland receives about 29 per cent of cancer funding. I welcome that. It is called the regional cancer initiative. People in some other states, including experts such as John Brumby, think ‘region’ means Bendigo and Ballarat. He can have his view on the world, but in this state regions are far bigger than that.
Major hospitals such as the Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital and the Princess Alexandra Hospital will play a key role in the delivery of cancer services to regional areas through visiting specialist support. We want to build the competencies and the capacity in those regional areas. In Townsville, the government is committing $104.9 million to operate enhanced services, with the Prime Minister announcing funding of $70.1 million. There will be improved oncology services in Mount Isa, with $2.6 million in federal funding and $8.63 million in state government funding. Through our Central Queensland initiative, Rockhampton, Bundaberg and Hervey Bay will be supported by funding of $28.39 million.
The member for Toowoomba South was present at the Toowoomba Base Hospital to welcome the announcement of funding there and the member for Toowoomba North has previously raised cancer issues affecting the people of Toowoomba.
 I am delighted that $33.11 million in Queensland government funding and $9.55 million in federal funding has been allocated to the Toowoomba Hospital for oncology services.
We have also rolled out a number of accommodation initiatives for people travelling for oncology treatments. Those are all important things. Additional training will make a difference as well.
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